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From the Director - Debbie Lane
The year has gotten off to a wonderful start. Thank you parents/guardians for the wonderful job you have all done preparing your children for school. It is obvious that you have spoken to your children in a positive and encouraging way about the start of school. The children came into their 1 hour orientations very excited and seeming to know what to expect. All of you are to be congratulated.

Parking Lot safety 
Drop off and pick up can be a very dangerous time in the parking lot.

PLEASE GO SLOW 5 mph. It has been brought to my attention that people are pulling in and out too fast. There are anywhere between 14 and 25 little people going in and out of the parking lot each day. Please hold your child’s hand at all times in the parking lot. 

Board Meetings
Board meetings are held on the third Wednesday of each month at 7:00 in the school, all families are welcome to attend.

Birthdays
Cupcakes for birthdays?  Yes, you may send in cupcakes.  You do still need to provide a snack that covers two of the major food groups. Please bring in small, mini cupcakes. We will have you serve the required snack and beverage first, after all the children have eaten their snack we can then serve the cupcakes to celebrate your child’s birthday. Consider muffins, ice-cream cups or a special cookie in place of cupcakes. 

Forms
Thank you all for furnishing us with the required forms prior to the start of school. We are in excellent shape. 

Policy reminders
I have included the Abuse and Neglect policy, Lock down policy and our Evacuation policy.

PLEASE NOTE: If the Canton Public Schools go into lockdown for any reason, we will also go into a lockdown. We are hooked into the town wide Emergency Operations Department that alerts all schools and daycares of potential emergency situations.  No one is allowed into the building until an all clear has been issued to release the children. We are not allowed to release any children until the town civil preparedness and police tell us that we are clear. Please don’t come to the school to pick-up your child; we cannot release them once we are in a lockdown situation. 

Thank you
Thank you to the Dean, Groneman, and Blais families for taking such great care of our class pets over the summer. 

Thank you to all of the Board members who were kind enough to attend the Open House. 

Thank you very much to the parents who hosted the coffee hour during our 1-hour sessions and provided wonderful treats.  Your help and support of the school is appreciated more than you can imagine.

Thank you to the families that came in prior to the start of the school year to put in their work day washing and bleaching everything in the room.

Thank you to Jake Dean’s grandfather, Potsie for donating the ice-cream for our social. We had a fabulous turn out for the event. It was so nice to meet your child’s immediate and extended family.
Halloween Party
Our annual community-wide Halloween party will be held on Sunday October 26th from 1:00-3:00.  Jenn Lavery, Brianna James and Mary Dean are chairing this event for us.  Games, costume parade, and bring a decorated pumpkin to enter in our best pumpkin contest!  In addition a bake sale and silent auction can be found.  We will be in need of volunteers to bake for the bake sale.  Please watch for more information in the coming weeks.  It is a safe way for the children and their families to enjoy an afternoon of fun and socialize with friends.  Spread the word, invite friends and enjoy the day. 

Communication
If at any time you have questions or concerns please don’t hesitate to call me at home or e-mail me at lanegang3@comcast.net
Debbie

 

Policy Reminders

Abuse and Neglect:
 

Statement of policy:

We will never knowingly allow any form of child abuse or neglect to take place on our premises. Any suspected abuse will be reported, we maintain a zero tolerance policy at all times. Guidelines of what to look for and the process to follow in reporting such concerns are outlined in the following policy. 

 

Mandated Reporter:

As mandated reporters we are required by law to report if we suspect that a child is being abused or neglected. Professionals who work with child are by definition “Mandated Reports.” 

 

Lock Down Policy:
 

In the event the Police Department or any other personnel related to the town’s Emergency Operations Department should contact Canton Community Nursery School in regards to a Code Red or Code Yellow at the public schools, staff will implement the following procedures within our school.

· The exterior door to the building will be locked.
· All outdoor play will be cancelled for that day’s class session

· Children will only be released after the code red or code yellow has been cancelled and they are signed out by the proper parent or guardian.

 Evacuation Policy:
 

In the event the facility needs to be evacuated due to safety concerns of the structure the staff and children will leave the building through the closest exit and meet in the rear parking lot away from the building.

 

Emergency personnel will be called by dialing 911 to inform them of the situation. Attempts will be made to contact parents / guardians to inform them of the situation.

The head teacher will bring the attendance book, emergency card box, cordless phone, cell phone, and the medical kit. The assistant teacher will do a final walk through of the space to be sure all students have been evacuated from the space. 

In the event that we cannot reenter the building the staff and children will be evacuated to the town shelter located in the Canton Community Center on Dyer Ave. Emergency preparedness personnel will be called to request their assistance in evacuating the staff and children to the shelter.

 

C.C.N.S. is on the call list with the Canton Public School system to be notified in the event of emergency situations.  
Three’s - Michele Kucia and

     Debbie Lane
What a wonderful start we have had to the new school year!  The children are settling in nicely, and doing a great job learning our daily routine and songs.  They are pouring their own juice at snack time, and cleaning up their area when they are finished.  Doing these tasks helps them to be more independent and self-assured.

Our family photo album will soon begin making the rounds.  Thank you for being so prompt sending in the family photos.  It is very helpful in learning your child’s classmates and families names.  (It helps when you can put a face with the name).  Each child will get a chance to take the album home for a few days to share it with his/her family.

 As seasonal changes begin to take place around us we will expand on colors and shapes as we move into our Harvest/Garden theme.  We will talk about mixing colors and see what happens when we do mix them.  We will expand on shapes by observing shapes all around us.  What shape is a pumpkin?  Are they all the same shape?  What shapes can we use to make a jack-o-lantern?  We will also do some fun projects using apples and garden vegetables.  If you have a garden, please feel free to send in anything you have grown and harvested to share with us.

October is a busy, fun filled month!  Our first visitor of the year will be “Farmer Mark” on Tuesday, October 7.  He is an organic farmer from Bristol’s Farm.  Mid month brings us our second visitor Miss Claudia, a dental hygienist.  Her timing is perfect with Halloween just around the corner.  She comes with a puppet and props to teach the children about what a visit to the dentist entails.

Thursday, October 30 will be orange day.  Please have your child wear something orange to school.  If they do not have any orange clothing don’t panic, I have a supply of orange stickers that will do!  We ask that you please do not send your child to school in their Halloween costume, save it for the Halloween Party on Sunday, October 26.   We will celebrate in school by wearing orange, having a Halloween story, singing a Halloween song, and making masks!

 As always, please feel free to come to us with any questions, comments or concerns.  If it is easier (because of little ears, or a hectic drop off/pick up time), you may leave us a note in our mailboxes.  Just remember to raise the flag, so we know we’ve got mail!  We will get back to you ASAP!
3’s Dates to Remember
· Friday, October 3 – Family Fun Night Original Works, 6:30pm
· Tuesday, October 7 – Farmer Mark
· Tuesday, October 21 – Visit from Miss Claudia, Dental Hygienist 
· Sunday, October 26 – Halloween Social 1:00 – 3:00pm
· Thursday, October 30 – Orange Day 
Four’s – Nancy Iskra, Michele

    Kucia and Debbie Lane
We are off to a great start of the school year. The children are having so much fun discovering, and re-discovering, friends and all the neat things to do here at school. The children love the new schedule, and at some point the new times will sink into the teacher's brains! The class routine is consistent, which makes each transition familiar and predictable. While your child may not be the best at putting toys away at home - our pick-up is running pretty smoothly. Outside time is a great time for running and expending four year old energy, and lunch is a time full of chatter. Things are going very, very well.

Our introductory theme of colors and shape has been a great beginning. Has your child told you about the primary colors? Mixing colors with food coloring and paints was a great way to introduce predictions. Learning names like lavender and apricot was a vocabulary expander for sure! What better way to wrap things up than to celebrate with rainbows? Our rainbow animals were not only colorful, but fanciful.

Our first field trip was such fun. Mrs. Wutka has donated her time, and orchard, for many years - we are so fortunate to know her. In addition to learning about the orchard, we learned about the Monarch Butterfly and the importance of the milkweed plant. In class we made two types of applesauce, used some neat kitchen tools, and with John's Dad’s help we even made a little bit of cider using an antique cider press. Thank you to the drivers - we couldn't do it without you!

Our theme for October will be "Harvest". The children will make a new nameshape and get to play in their own vegetable stand. We will talk about what grows in a garden, sort fruits & vegetables, discover what grows above or below ground and weigh produce. Our harvest field trip will be on Monday, October 6 to Bristol's Farm. Farmer Mark is wonderful with the children - soft-spoken and full of information. We may get to karate chop brussel sprouts! Toward the end of the month we will focus on Halloween.

It was great to see so many of you at the Ice Cream Social. It is a neat opportunity for your child to show off their school. Another family event is this Friday - October 3rd. We can turn artwork into calendars, mugs, note cards, etc. - think gifts!! Our biggest family event is our Halloween party. This year it will be on Sunday, October 26 from 1:00- 3:00. There are all sorts of fun activities for the children and a silent auction with all sorts of terrific things to bid on upstairs. Many people have been working hard on this endeavor, and it is such a nice event. We usually have "alumni" that run the games - which is a real treat for us. This is a great time to show off those costumes, for your child, siblings, even yourself! Hope to see you all there.

We will celebrate Halloween in class on Friday, Oct.31. Please DO NOT have your child bring or wear a costume that day. Save the costumes for the party 10/26 and for Halloween night. We will make masks in class and have a little marching parade.

While our focus will be on gardens and produce, please feel free to send in items that pertain to the theme for your child to show the class (if he/she wants to). If you have something to add to our vegetable stand - terrific.  We will also talk about some about ongoing changes in nature. Do you believe it is October already?!! We have a Nature Weaving in the quiet corner. If you happen upon any neat feathers, leaves, milkweed pods, etc. that you want to add - we would love it.

We really appreciate getting to know you and spending time with you on your parent helper days. For those of you who have already been in, it is not daunting, but downright fun being a four/five year old!! There is nothing better than sharing time with you and your child. Three cheers for a co-operative nursery school! As always, please feel free to share ideas or any concerns. Happy Fall!

Nancy Iskra, Michele Kucia, Debbie Lane

4’s Dates to Remember:

· Friday, October 3 – Family Fun Night Original 
· Monday, October 6 – Field Trip Bristol’s Farm
· Monday, October 13 – No School, Columbus Day
· Sunday, October 26 – Halloween Social 1:00-3:00pm
· Friday, October 31 – Class Halloween Celebration – No Costumes Please
Canton Community Nursery School
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