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From the Director - Debbie Lane
I apologize for the newsletter being late this month.  Dawn would normally have this to you a few days earlier but I held things up getting my portion of the letter to her.  Dawn, thank you for getting this done as quickly as you have. 

What an amazing start to the school year. The children have all settled into the new location and routine of the day beautifully. New friendships are beginning to form.  I am so pleased with the seamless transition they are all making into school. 

I want to thank all of you for getting in all of the necessary paperwork for your children’s files.  A HUGE Thank You to Julie Keen for seeing to all of the very important details of getting these records on file for us. 

Medical forms

Please be sure to get your child’s updated medical forms into the school as soon as possible.  I will be sending out reminders this week for the child whose forms are coming due in the next month or two as well as those that I need updated forms from now.

Helper TB Tests

Thank you to everyone who has gotten their results in.  A quick FYI you do need to return to the doctor 48 hours after having the tests done to have the results read by your doctor. 

Parking Lot safety

Drop off and pick up can be a very dangerous time in the parking lot. 
PLEASE GO SLOW.  There are between14 and 25 little people going in and out of the parking lot each day.  Please hold your child’s hand at all times in the parking lot. 

Board Meetings

Thank you to all of the parents that joined the board this year.  It’s so nice to have so many new faces.  A new board member list can be found at the end of the newsletter. Member’s names and phone numbers are available for you to contact them should you have the need.
Board meetings are held on the third Wednesday of each month at 7:00 in the school, all families are welcome to attend.  If you wish to have minutes from the meeting sent to you please place a note into Kailey McCarthy’s mail box.  Kailey is in our three’s program.
Birthdays

Cupcakes for birthdays?  Yes, you may send in cupcakes.  You do still need to provide a snack that covers two of the major food groups.  The birthday treat does not cover any of the major food groups for state licensing.  Please bring in small, mini cupcakes.  We will have you serve the required snack and beverage first, after all the children have eaten their snack we can then serve the cupcakes to celebrate your child’s birthday.  Consider muffins, ice-cream cups, or a special cookie in place of cupcakes. 

Thank you

Thank you to the Maher, Carter, and Dean families for taking such great care of our class pets over the summer. 

Thank you to the Beal family for finding us two new additions to the school Romeo and Juliet have made the transition into their new school beautifully. 

Thank you to all of the Board members who were kind enough to attend the Open Houses at the start of the year. 

Many thanks to those parents who hosted the coffee hours for our first day of class and providing the wonderful treats.  Your help and support of the school is appreciated more then you can imagine.

Thank you to the families that came in prior to the start of the school year to put in their work day washing, bleaching, and painting at the school.

Thank you to the families who donated items and worked the day of the tag sale.  Despite the weather, it was a successful event.  
Work Day List Reminder

I still have a dozen or so families that have not signed up for their work day requirement.  The list is on the parent bulletin board located above where the children’s name shapes are hung.  The list that is posted is the entire list for the year, there will be no new jobs added.  If you have not yet done a day please sign up.  If you are not plan on doing a work day then please submit your check to the school a.s.a.p.  Thank you 

Cookbooks

If you have not already purchased a CCNS cookbook please consider it.  They are filled with a super selection of recipes from CCNS families past and present.  We have them on hand at the school for you to take home now, please spread the word to family and friends.  50% of the proceeds go to our new equipment fund for the quite corner and dramatic play centers that we need to refurbish.  The other 50% goes to the Barbara Young Scholarship fund which helps a family registering to our four’s program with a small portion of their tuition cost.

Halloween Party

Our annual Community-wide Halloween Party will be held on Saturday October 31st from 1:00-3:00.  Mary Dean and Beth Raccuia are chairing this event for us.  Please help us by spreading the word.  There will be games, a bounce house, a costume parade, bake sale, and silent auction that is amazing, full of beautiful gift basket and gift certificates from local merchants.  It’s a great time to start that early holiday shopping, and remember to bring a decorated pumpkin to enter in our best pumpkin contest.  If you have not already signed up to help by providing items for the auction, baking or with the set-up or clean –up please contact Mary or Beth.  We really need 100% support from all families to make this community event a success.  This is a safe way for the children and families to enjoy an afternoon of fun and socializing with friends.  Spread the word, invite friends and enjoy the day. 

LABEL, LABEL, LABEL

Please be sure that all of your child’s personal items are labeled. We are starting to wear coats and sweatshirts to school. Many of the children are removing their sweatshirts during class when they get to warm and we are not finding names inside. Please help us by labeling everything. Thank you.

Communication

If at any time you have questions or concerns please don’t hesitate to call me at home or e-mail me at lanegang3@comcast.net
Debbie
Three’s - Michele Kucia and

     Debbie Lane
What a wonderful start we have had to the new school year!  The children are settling in nicely, and doing a great job learning our daily routine and songs.  They are pouring their own juice at snack time, and cleaning up their area when they are finished.  Please remember to allow them to carry in their own back pack, and hang it up upon arrival.  Doing these tasks helps them to be more independent and self-assured.

Our family photo album will soon begin making the rounds.  Thank you for being so prompt sending in the family photos.  It is very helpful in learning your child’s classmates and families names.  (It helps when you can put a face with the name).  Each child will get a chance to take the album home for a few days to share it with his/her family.
As seasonal changes begin to take place around us we will expand on colors and shapes as we move into our Apple/Pets theme.  We will also touch on Halloween by talking about pumpkins, and jack-o-lanterns.  We will talk about mixing colors and see what happens when we do mix them.  We will expand on shapes by observing shapes all around us.  What shape is a pumpkin?  Are they all the same shape?  What shapes can we use to make a jack-o-lantern?  We will also do some fun projects using apples. 

October is a busy, fun filled month!  Our first visitor of the year will be Miss Claudia on Thursday, October 8.  Miss Claudia is a dental hygienist.  Her timing is perfect with Halloween just around the corner.  She comes with a puppet and props to teach the children about what a visit to the dentist entails.  October will also bring us a second visitor, Dr. Arnie Goldman a local veterinarian.  He often comes with a four legged friend, so if you child has a fear of dogs please let Debbie or myself know ahead of time.  He does a wonderful job teaching the children on how to behave around dogs, and what to do if you meet a stray dog.  Date to be announced, we’re still working on those details!

Thursday, October 29 will be orange day.  Please have your child wear something orange to school.  If they do not have any orange clothing don’t panic, I have a supply of orange stickers that will do!  We ask that you please do not send your child to school in their Halloween costume, save it for the Halloween Party on Saturday, October 31.   We will celebrate in school by wearing orange, having a Halloween story, singing a Halloween song, and making masks!

As always, please feel free to come to us with any questions, comments or concerns.  If it is easier (because of little ears, or a hectic drop off/pick up time), you may leave us a note in our mailboxes.  We will get back to you ASAP!

3’s Dates to Remember 
· Thursday, October 8 – Visit from Miss Claudia, Dental Hygienist 
· Thursday, October 29 – Orange Day
· Saturday, October 31 – Halloween Party  1:00 – 3:00pm
· October – Dr. Arnie  date TBA
Four’s – Nancy Iskra, Michele

    Kucia and Debbie Lane
This has been a wonderful start to our new school and new school year. The children are just loving the new space, the new schedule, and new classroom friends. Everyone is genuinely engaged in terrific interactions with their peers, and utilizing all the areas of the classroom. The routine is consistent, which makes each transition familiar and predictable. Our outside time is a great opportunity to run, swing, dig, and expend all that four/five year old energy.

Our introductory theme of color and shape is such a great way to begin our year. At circle time we mixed colors with food coloring, made pastel colors with paint, and created shapes using their bodies. Words like hexagon, octagon, crescent, oval, lavender, chartreuse, and heptagon were introduced. We wrapped everything up with rainbows. Ask your child what a prism is and how things looked when viewing the room through the prism.

Our theme for October will be pets. We will start by talking about the members of our families and graph them (checking numbers and genders) and then introduce pets by photos. We will graph the pets to see who has the most/least, and what type is the most numerous. We will talk about pet care and safety, have a pet store/veterinarian's office in the changeable area, and do lots of pet related art projects. Has your child told you about our new class pet parakeets - Romeo and Juliet? Ask what mischief Squidward got into (he ran away and hid in the corner of the room - talk about anxious moments!).

We will go on our second field trip to Avon PetCo on Friday, October 23rd. We need to be there for 10:00 and will stay about an hour. A driver sign-up sheet will be posted. This is not for siblings and Petco only wants the teachers to accompany the children. We obviously need your help with transportation and can only suggest that you do an errand or go get a cup of coffee while we have the tour. Sorry for the inconvenience.

Our first field trip was fun. Mrs. Wutka is such a neat lady. She is so generous with her time that she donates to the children. We are so very lucky to know her. Did you know all the different types of squash?! The children got to make apple art, applesauce, and sample apple jelly and apple butter. They enjoyed wearing their apple necklaces. Fall is such a great time of year.

A couple of special times in the classroom will be a "Pet Show" on Monday, October 26 and our class Halloween masked parade on Friday, October 30th. The pet show is for a favorite stuffed animal. It could be representational of a family pet, or a pet that your child would like to have (kangaroo, tiger, etc.). For our class Halloween party, please do not send your child in a costume. We ask that you save the costumes for the family Halloween party. In class the children will make a mask, we will talk about Halloween safety and have a little class parade.

On Saturday, October 31 we will hold the family Halloween party. It is so much fun for the children. There are games, face painting, and alumni run the games. For the adults, there is a tremendous silent auction. There are so many really neat things to bid on. Bids close at the end of the party and highest bidders walk away with some fabulous items. This is the major fundraiser for the school, so we hope that you will have fun while supporting the school.

We really appreciate getting to know you and spending time with you on your parent helper days. For those of you who have not been in yet, don't get anxious. It is really lots of fun being four years old again!! There is nothing like being in the class to get the feel of what your child's day is like. Please feel free to share ideas or any concerns with us. We are a team, so please keep the lines of communication open. We are always available. Happy Fall!

Nancy Iskra, Michele Kucia, Debbie Lane


4’s Dates to Remember:

· Monday, October 12 – No School, Columbus Day
· Friday, October 23 – PetCo Field Trip
· Monday, October 26 – Pet Show Day (favorite stuffed animal)
· Friday, October 30 - Class Halloween Celebration – no costumes please.
· Saturday, October 31 – Halloween Party 1:00 – 3:00 pm (with silent auction)
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Enrichment 3’s: Deb Beal
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Enrichment 4’s: Peg Bruno
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Publicity: John Cottingham
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693-8381

Fundraising Chair: Mary Dean


693-6104

Family Events


 

Family Fun Chair: Mary Dean



693-6104

August

Ice Cream Social

October

Halloween Party Chair: Mary Dean


693-6104

Co-chair: Beth Raccuia



738-7387

December

Flat Bread / Barnes & Noble Night: Mary Dean
693-6104

January 

Birds of Prey and or Nature Center: Mary Dean
693-6104

February

Bowling @ Blue Fox Run: Mary Dean

693-6104

March

P. J. Story Time Barnes & Noble: Melissa Sedor
693-6637

April

Movie Matinee @ Hoyt’s: Mary Dean


693-6104

       

Fundraisers


CCNS Cookbook: Beth Raccuia


738-7387 




Fall Pie / Cookie Dough Sale: Dawn Gibbons
693-1485


Tee Shirt Sale: Kim Kulik



693-1087

Fun/ Run /Walk Event:


STAFF

Debbie Lane- Director, 3’s & 4’s teacher*

693-9180

Nancy Iskra- 4’s Head Teacher


693-0868

Michele Kucia- 3’s Head Teacher& 4’s teacher
693-1536
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