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From the Director - Debbie Lane
During this season of Thanksgiving I was sad to have heard that Barbara Young one of the founders of CCNS in 1969, a teacher and Director of CCNS for 25 years, passed away on Tuesday.  I had the pleasure of meeting and working with Barbara several years ago while teaching a vacation bible school program at our church.  I know that Barbara always continued to inquire about the school and was pleased and proud that CCNS continues to serve the area some 40 years after it began.  Barbara’s family has asked for memorial donations to be made to CCNS in her name.  At this time, I will be looking at establishing a scholarship fund in her name.  If you feel comfortable doing so I know that her family would love to hear from families who today attend CCNS. You can send your condolences to www.vincentfuneralhome.com  
 

Thank you, I have a huge list this month. 

 

Thank you to Mary Dean for organizing our first family fun night with the “Art Works” event.  I’m not sure who had more fun the kids or parents.  I am very impressed with the artistic talent we have at CCNS.  

 

A huge Thank You goes to Mary Dean, Jenn Lavery and Brianna James for putting together a fun day of Halloween Fun filled with activities, games and treats for all.  The weather cleared and was perfect for all of the little ghosts and goblins.

 

Thank you to the many volunteers that showed to help with the set up and break down of the event. Without all of your help CCNS would not be able to put this event together for the children to enjoy. 

 

Thank you to all of the youth volunteers that came from Canton High School’s Substance Free Organization. They always do a great job running the games, face painting and manning the bake sale for us each year. It is a wonderful community service that they provide.

 

Thank you to Andrea Boyle and all the families that supported our Pie and Cookie Dough fundraiser. Last count I had was 148 items ordered, fabulous job Andrea. Pies and Cookie Dough will be in by mid- November in time for the Thanksgiving Holiday. 

 

Warm weather Clothing
As the cold weather approaches we ask all parents to send in appropriate clothing for outside play. Please be sure to write your child’s name inside of every article sent in. 
 

We have many things happening this month with food bank collections, the Heifer project beginning, Thanksgiving feasts happening and a short break for the holiday. Please take the time to read the entire newsletter so you can mark down events that will be occurring.

 

We will be closed November 26, 27 and 28 for Thanksgiving.

 

I wish you all a Happy Thanksgiving and the start of a Happy Holiday Season. 

 

Debbie

Three’s - Michele Kucia and

     Debbie Lane
Time seems to be flying by!  Can you believe it’s already November?  We are enjoying our time with your children, and hope that you have enjoyed your parent helper day.  Thank you to all the families that joined us in celebrating Halloween at our annual party.  It’s always a great time for all!

 In addition to all the name games/songs that we play in school, we hope our family photo album will help everyone get to know each other better.  Hopefully, each child will have a chance to take it home to share with their family before the holidays.  It’s a favorite book among the three year olds, as they love seeing themselves and their families in the album.

 During the month of November we will continue to watch and learn about seasonal changes going on around us.  We always welcome and encourage donations to our “nature weaving” that hangs in our quiet corner.  A special leaf, feather, etc. are all welcome additions.  See what you can find!

 As we expand on our garden theme we will move into the barnyard as farm animals become our focus for November.  We are working on having a visitor bring some farm animals to us!  Date TBA.

 On Tuesday, November 25 we will celebrate our friendships with a sharing feast.  A sign-up sheet will be posted with ingredients for a trail mix the week before.  Each student will pour their ingredient into a large bowl, and we will share our special mix at snack time.  A sandwich size bag will be a sufficient amount.  Suggested items include: Cheerios, Chex (rice, corn or wheat), raisins, craisins, goldfish, pretzels (sticks or squares), oyster crackers, Kix, mini Ritz, etc.  We ask that you do not send in any candy or nuts.  Thank you in advance!

 In the spirit of caring and sharing we will be collecting personal care items during November for the Canton Food Bank.  Perhaps your child could do a small, age appropriate chore to earn money that can be used to purchase an item (toothpaste, shampoo, soap, etc.).Thank you for your thoughtfulness.

 As cold weather moves in please remember to send your child with appropriate outdoor clothing.  Hats and mittens will be needed before you know it.  PLEASE remember to LABEL all items with your child’s name or initials.  We cannot stress enough how important this is.

     As always, please come to us with any questions, comments or concerns.  Happy November!!!

3’s Dates to Remember
· Tuesday, November 25 – Sharing Feast, please bring in your trail mix ingredient.
· Wed. November26 – Fri. Nov. 28 – No School, Thanksgiving Break
Four’s – Nancy Iskra, Michele

    Kucia and Debbie Lane
"When the birds fly south..." is a poem we will be learning that illustrates the changes occurring in nature at this time of year.  Migration and hibernation seem most appropriate with the colder temperatures of late.  As we go outside every day for some time to run off energy and get some fresh air, please remember to send in jackets, coats, gloves/mittens and a hat each day. With the fickle temperatures, it is best to be prepared!  The fall colors have provided a great backdrop for our outside time. It is such a great time of year.

Our little vegetable stand has seen lots of action.  The garden theme has had so much to offer.  Our field trip to see Farmer Mark was super.  He and "Farmer Jody" came by on Wednesday (10/29) to drop off pumpkins and swing on the swings! T he children loved it! I'm sure there aren't too many pre-schoolers that know parsnips, eggplants, turnips, and how to karate chop brussel sprouts!!  As we enter a new month the vegetable stand will turn into another neat interactive center - just wait!  Our new theme will be the Farm.  We have some terrific farm-related floor puzzles, numerous stories, a change in the sensory table and lots of new songs.  In addition to "The Farmer in the Dell", expect to hear "B-I-N-G-O" and "Old Mac Donald" or maybe "Old Mac Iskra"!

Our field trip will be VERY SOON!!  On Wednesday, November 5, we will go to Westmoor Park in West Hartford.  The children will see some small farm animals and there will be  a presentation by the staff there.  This is one of the field trips where there are no siblings permitted.   The sign -up sheet is on the pole by the sign -in sheets.  It should be a great time and we always learn something new.  The rain date is Friday, 11/7.

The Halloween Party was great fun.  The costumes were creative and adorable. It was fun to see so many adults in costume as well.  Mrs. Lane was a pretty smart looking witch!!  A huge thank you to Mary Dean, Brianna James and Jen Lavery for their many hours of preparation, creativity, and organization in pulling off a successful party and silent auction.  The "young adults" who ran all the games for the children are from Canton High School - the Substance Free Students Group.  Many of them are alumni - how cool is that?!

As Thanksgiving approaches we will be celebrating sharing and friendship.  The Pilgrims are not age appropriate - but our concepts of friends and sharing are always relevant.  We will read and enact the story of "Stone Soup" on Monday, November 24.  There will be a sign-up sheet for each child to bring in a vegetable or ingredient for our special soup.  The room will smell wonderful and the children will have the option of some great tasting soup at lunch.  ( It is a tasty version of vegetable soup - and yes, we will include parsnips and turnip!!)

Our annual tradition for November & December further demonstrates sharing and friendship. We will have a box on the stairs for Canton Food Bank donations.   The number of Canton families who make weekly visits to the Food Bank is on the rise.  There was a pretty steady client number of 25-30.  The number has increased to 60-70 of late. This includes single parents, low income families, and the elderly.  As children are so incredibly perceptive and follow our modeling - this is a wonderful and positive way to demonstrate sharing in a concrete way with your child.  In November, our concentration is on personal hygiene items - toilet paper, toothpaste, shampoo, soap, diapers etc.  These items are not covered by food stamps.  In December the emphasis will be on non-perishable food items.  Thank you for your helping hand to our Canton neighbors.

A train signal bank will be at the stairs for the rest of the year.  I have long been a supporter of "Heifer International".   This is an incredible humanitarian organization that helps hungry families around the world transform their lives.  It utilizes the principle of helping others to help themselves. For many years I have given my sister a sheep at the holidays.  For those of you unfamiliar with the organization, there is a pamphlet on the bulletin board.  This sign makes sounds and lights up with deposits in the bank - we may regret this!!  If you are so inclined, we will collect money for the rest of the year and hopefully raise $120.00 to buy a "Kid" (goat).  Goats can thrive in dry climates and the milk helps with hunger, but also creates an opportunity to sell milk and cheese.  Passing on the gift of goats to others benefits a community. So, if you would like to help out, every little bit helps. Thanks.

A heads up for December - we will be celebrating the arts.  If any of you have an artistic side and would like to share your gift, please let me know so we can work out a date.  We have had guitar players, watercolor artists, potters, quilters, dancers - think about it.  The children are a great and appreciative audience!!  Thank you for all your help with driving on field trips and sharing your time as parent helpers.  The co-operative piece of this school is what makes it such a warm and caring place to be. We have much to be grateful for - Happy Thanksgiving.


4’s Dates to Remember:

· Wednesday, November 5 – Field Trip
Westmoor Park (raindate 11/7)
· Monday, November 24 – Stone Soup
(Bring vegetables to class)
· Wed. November 26 – Friday, Nov. 28
No school, Thanksgiving Break

In Memory...
Our school was founded by some Canton Moms in 1969. One went on to be a teacher at Cherry brook, but one stayed and helped our school grow. Barbara Young died on October 28. She dedicated her life to this school and the priceless education of our young children. She stayed current with educational trends and philosophies and was a source of advice and compassion for all the parents whose children's lives she touched. She was a strong supporter of early childhood education and touched the lives of countless Canton children. When the space at The Masonic Hall basement on River Road was no longer available, Barbara found our current space at the Grange. This had previously been used as a kindergarten before Cherry Brook School included kindergarten! Our school owes its existence to the dedication and enthusiasm of Barbara Young. Her memorial service will be held at the First Congregational Church of Canton Center on Sunday, November 2 at 6:00 p.m.
Canton Community Nursery School
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