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From the Director - Debbie Lane

At open house back in September, we started off the evening with a poster that showed a caterpillar with a caption that read, 

 

“Evolving: to achieve or develop gradually”
 
below that, we had a poster with a multitude of colorful butterflies and a caption that read, 

 
“Diversity creates dimension in our world”
 
Your children have all evolved into unique, diverse, little people at this point in the school year.  Each one is colorful, unique, and special in his or her own way. They have all evolved in so many ways since our school year began.  Nancy, Michele and I are so thankful to all of you for sharing your children with us. We have enjoyed each day with them, learning and discovering so many new things about our school, friends, and the world around us. 

For those who will be leaving us at the end of this year to go on to new schools, please come back and visit us at the new location. For those of you who will be returning in the Fall, we look forward to seeing everyone in September at the new school.

 

This being our last newsletter for the year we have lots of things to finish up and dates that we need to share with all of you. PLEASE be sure to read the entire newsletter for your child’s class. This, as the first letter of the year, tends to be a bit long.  

 
Anyone mailing in payments to the school over the summer please send them to our new mailing address.

Canton Community Nursery School
P.O. Box 684

Canton CT. 06019

Thank you
I want to thank all of you for volunteering in the classroom, for your help with work days, and for supporting us during our fundraising ventures.

 

We want to thank Mr. & Mrs. Raymond, grandparents of Natasha Raymond, a three’s student, for coming in to create a wonderful art project with the children.

Thank you to Mrs. Urban, an artist and the grandmother of Katie Volanski, an alumni of the school, for coming into talk with our four’s class about still life paintings and the technique of watercolor painting. Their paintings will be on display during the art show. 

 

Thank you to Elaine Chanda for surprising us with a visit as Clifford the Big Red Dog. Elaine’s two children attended CCNS.

 

Thank you to the Bement family, alumni of CCNS, for stopping in recently and donating a variety of Dinosaurs to the school.

 

Thank you all of the families who hosted one of our class pets during the spring break.

 

Heifer Project
We have raised $105.00 dollars for our Heifer project. Another $25.00 and we will meet our goal of purchasing a kid (baby goat).  The children of CCNS can be proud that they have helped support another community in need. 

 

The following people will be leaving us at the end of the year.  I want to thank each of them for serving on the Board of Directors.  Without their help and hours of work we could not do all that we do.

Sheila Groneman, Kristen Conners, Andrea Boyle, Kim O’Brien, Jean Mix, Jennifer Lavery, Katie Mansur.

 

I also want to thank the following people for staying on to serve for another year at CCNS.  Kim Kulik, Julie Keen, Dawn McCarthy, Melissa, Antarsh, Peg Bruno, Brianna James, Mary Dean, Beth Raccuia.

 

We want to welcome Jill VanKirk back to CCNS.  Jill is the parent of one of our alumni and served as our treasure four years ago. I am thrilled to have her return to CCNS. Should you have questions for Jill about tuition payments or concerns please e-mail her at vankirks5@sbcglobal.net or you can call her at 693-9484

 

End of Year Parent Questionnaires
I would appreciate parent questionnaires being returned to the school as soon as possible.  I cannot stress enough how important your input is to the staff of the school.

 

Work-Day
The last workday of the year was held during our vacation week. For the families that have not yet done a workday this year please bring in your check for $70.00 made payable to CCNS.  I will have Jill send out a notice reminding those families that still need to pay us this coming week.  

 

Shoes
Shoes or sneakers need to be worn by the children to school. Sandals and crocs allow for stubbed toes and injuries to occur. We have spoken to the children about the need to wear closed toe shoes that have closed heels for their safety. Thank you for your support in this policy. 
 

Spring Tea and Art Show
Please read Nancy and Michele’s newsletters for dates and times to arrive.

 

 Last Day of School 
The last day of school for the three’s will be held on Thursday May 28th. 
Be sure to read Michele’s newsletter for the field trip details.

 

The last day of school for the four’s will be held on Monday, June 1st.  The students need to arrive at the school by 10:30.  The celebration will begin at 11:00.  Be sure to read Nancy’s newsletter for details on the day.

 

Vacation Homes for our class pets
Each summer, families have volunteered to take in our class pets during the summer break.  A sign-up sheet will be posted by the door for interested families.

 

Board Positions
Are you interested in serving on the board for the upcoming school year?  We have positions on the board that need to be filled.  We meet the third Wednesday of each month at the school during the school year. Our next meeting will be Wednesday, May 20th at 7:00. This will be our last meeting for the year. It will be held at Kim Kulik’s house, 85 Indian Hill Rd. PLEASE consider taking a position on the Board of Directors, many hands make light work.

 

Work Day for 2009-2010
Any family returning to CCNS in the fall of 2009 we will need your help on Saturday June 13, at 9:00 a.m.  We need to move the school to its new home. This will be a busy but exciting time at the school. Children are not able to come.  We have a lot to do in a little amount of time.  Please sign up on the bulletin board.  We truly need all families that are coming in the fall to help us with this adventure. 

 

Concerns/ Questions
Nancy, Michele and I are always available to conference with any family should you have the need.

If anyone should have questions or concerns I can be reached over the summer at 693-9180. 

Have a wonderful summer, Debbie

Three’s - Michele Kucia and

     Debbie Lane
It doesn’t seem possible that the school year is almost over.  We have had many wonderful days together.  Have you noticed how much your child has grown since September?  Like the daffodils on our playground, they too have blossomed.  We have truly enjoyed getting to know each child, and their families.

Debbie and I would like to extend our thanks to all of you for your help, support and contributions.  You are an integral part of our program at CCNS.  We certainly could not do it without you!

The beautiful April weather allowed us to enjoy longer playtime outside.  Where were those April showers?  I’m not complaining - it was absolutely beautiful!  We will continue to keep track of our weather by charting sunny days, cloudy days, and rainy days.  We’ll have to wait and see what Mother Nature has in store for us for May.

To ensure the safety of the children we are asking that children do not wear crocs or sandals to school.  We have found that sneakers with socks keep the children safe and comfortable on the climbing equipment, and in the sand area.  We had a recent discussion with the children about this, so they are all aware of this “school rule.”

As we leave April, and the transportation theme behind, we will sail into May with our Ocean theme.  We will kick off the month by talking about boats, and then ease on into ocean life!  I’m certain Ariel will come up in conversation this month!

On Thursday, May 7, we will have our annual “Spring Tea & Art Show.”  All parents, siblings and guests are invited to the school at 11:00 am.  We will begin with the children sharing a few special songs they have learned.  Then you will be free to view our young artists’ work.  Each child will have two easel paintings displayed as well as one piece of “Springtime Art.”  Light refreshments will be served.  We will conclude our day with your special Mother’s Day gifts being presented to you.  Your children lovingly made them with you in mind.  We hope you enjoy them.

On Tuesday, May 26 we will have our annual three’s field trip to the Gran-Val Scoop in Granville, Massachusetts. We will meet at CCNS and travel in individual cars to the Scoop.  It is about a half an hour ride. If for any reason, you are not able to attend, please let us know as soon as possible so that we can arrange transportation for your child.   If possible, car pooling is recommended.  Once there we will have a short tour of the dairy farm.  Then we will have a picnic lunch.  Each student and family brings their own lunch, and CCNS buys all students an ice cream cone for dessert.  I will put more information about the trip including a map with directions in your child’s mailbox as the date approaches.  In the event of rain on Tuesday we will go to the Scoop on our last day of school which will be on Thursday, May 28.  

We would like to extend a warm THANK YOU to Natasha Raymond’s grandparents for joining us in April to create a piece of spring art with children.  We hope you are all enjoying your cheerful, yellow ducks!

Our classroom pets are in need of summer homes.  If you are willing and able please let us know!  Thank you and happy May!

3’s Dates to Remember

· May 7 – Spring Tea & Art Show – 11:00am.  Please be prompt!
· May 26 – Trip to Gran-Val Farm  
· Thursday, May 28 - Last day of school
Four’s –Nancy Iskra, Debbie Lane, and Michele Kucia 
It really doesn't seem like all that long ago we were all getting acquainted and beginning a year-long educational adventure.  It has been a great year, packed with wonderful growth and friendships for your children.  This is such a delightful time for your children and the essence of our co-operative program demonstrates our joint commitment to their well-being.  Thank you for all the support, time, and enthusiasm that you have shared with us.

This will be lengthy, as there is much information to impart.  Thank you to the drivers to The Children's Museum and to Simsbury Airport.  The airport trip is special as it shows the world of flight in a different perspective.  The "high-wing" and "low-wing" planes were neat, but my favorite is always showing the children the "wheel pants"!!  There are so many interesting words that they are exposed to - anemometer, stabilizer and a whole new alphabet.  I'm sure that the parents who went to the airport had fun as well!

Our transportation theme extends into May for the first week.  We have traveled by road, rail and sky, so now we will travel by sea.  The words on the bulletin board have provided lots of opportunities to count how many times a letter appears and what letters are shared in the different words.  We will talk about pleasure boats and working boats.  Then we will move onto the subject of the ocean.

We will cover types of whales, sharks, fish, crabs, and maybe jellyfish.  So many neat things to explore and so little time!  A trip to the Mystic Aquarium would a wonderful follow up for you and your family.  This is always such a fascinating topic.  Anything sea- related that your child wants to share is appropriate to send in.  We have neat theme related floor puzzles, felt pieces to create an underworld scene, and many great stories.  This is a great way to begin the summer.

On Friday, May 8th we will hold our annual Spring Tea and Art Show.  This is an opportunity for the whole family to come in and join us for a sing-along of some of our favorite songs and to view the children's artwork.  We have been saving artwork completed by your children throughout the school year.  There will be 2-3 paintings by each child as well as some three dimensional art pieces.  The paintings will literally be hanging from the rafters!  The classroom looks like a high-end gallery!  We will have some light refreshments befitting an opening for you to enjoy.  Please join us at 12:00 and don't forget your singing voices and your cameras.  A little "Mother's Day" surprise will await you as well.  Mark your calendars!

On Wednesday, May 20th we will have a most special fieldtrip to the Wadsworth Atheneum.  If you haven't already signed up - please do so.  We will be collecting the money ($5.00 per child and per adult) as soon as possible.  We will be taking a bus and hope that many of you will be able to share this trip with us.  Did you know that it is the oldest, continually operating museum in the U.S.?  We will have a story and docent guided brief tour.  The children will get to see the steel dino outside, the castle shape of The Wadsworth and find a real "Monet".  If you go on your own, there are child-oriented cards to give the children a purpose while searching for various items.  It is like a visual scavenger hunt.  What a great treasure.

During the month of May we will be collecting food and personal care items for The Canton Food Bank.  The summer months usually have a decline in donations so anything you can donate will be greatly appreciated.  Thank you for sharing.

Our final field trip of the year is a very special place.  On Wednesday, May 27th we will go to Jonathan's Dream playground in West Hartford.  The children will wear their special handprint T shirts and be treated to a very special spot.  This playground was conceived by parents of a young boy who died at a very young age from physical handicaps.  They got backing and support and created a magical place where children could play regardless of any physical limitations. I t has served as a model for similar playgrounds nation-wide. Siblings are more than welcome.  The raindate will be Friday, May 29. We will have our snack and lunch at picnic tables there. What a great way to celebrate the friendships that have formed between the children.  Thank you for your help in creating the very special T-shirts. The colorful handprints make them so meaningful - a fantastic reminder of our great year together.

Our last official day will be on Monday, June 1st.  This will be a very special day so mark your calendars now for our end-of-the year celebration. Children should arrive at 10:30 in the classroom. Parents, siblings, grand-parents can be seated upstairs.  The children will process upstairs and take their places on the stage.  This is quite an event - bring the camera and the Kleenex. The children will receive an attendance certificate and the long awaited personal End-of-the-Year Book. It has their own artwork from the various themes we covered during the year, plus a few photos scattered here and there. It is a definite "keeper"!! We will also sing a couple of special songs.

At the end of our little ceremony we encourage you to bring a family picnic (and blanket or chairs) to enjoy outside. If it is rainy, we will have the picnic inside. We will provide cake and punch for all. There will also be balloons for the children to take home as they leave. This is a big milestone for your child and we celebrate their growth with you.

We appreciate you dedication as parents and thank you for allowing us to be a part of the life of your child. It has been our pleasure getting to know them and you. This is a very precious time in their lives. They are all so unique, and hopefully we have imparted that learning new things is lots of fun. Please come visit us in our new location. It is always such a pleasure to have our alumni visit and share their new experiences. Have a wonderful summer!
 
4’s Dates to Remember:
· Friday, May 8th – Spring Tea and Art Show 12:00
· Wednesday, May 20 – Trip to Wadsworth Atheneum Parent(s) and child, no siblings.
· Monday, May 25 – Memorial Day, No School
· Wednesday, May 27 (rain date May 29st) Trip to Jonathan’s Dream Playground – Siblings welcome
· Friday, May 29 – Last Regular Day of school
· Monday, June 1 – End of the Year Celebration, 10:30am.
Canton Food Bank Donations – all month
Canton Community Nursery School
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