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From the Director - Debbie Lane

I hope that everyone enjoyed the long weekend and had a restful Thanksgiving with family and friends. The month of December will seem short with Thanksgiving falling so late in November the big event that falls in December will be upon us before we know it. We will try very hard to keep our school days as normal as possible while we create those special holiday gifts for all of you. You may hear some old and new winter songs being sung over and over again in the ride to and from school each day. The children will be getting their voices ready for our family sing along just before the Holiday break so be sure to read Nancy and Michele’s message for dates and times to be at the school.

I was pleased to deliver all of the items that were donated to the Canton Food Bank on the Tuesday before Thanksgiving. They were so pleased and thankful for your generosity. We will continue to collect items for the food bank this month as well. Please read Nancy’s newsletter for the four’s to find out what is being collected next. The donations to the Heifer Project are off to a wonderful start. The Railroad sign located to the right of the front door is beginning to fill with money to purchase the kid (baby goat) for a community far from ours. Our hope is that by spring we will have raised enough money to make that purchase.

         
The Barbara Young Scholarship fund is growing nicely. To date we have over a $1000.00 in that account. A committee will begin work on the guidelines of how to qualify for a scholarship. Our first scholarship will be given out for the fall of 2009.

         
With the holidays comes the question of Teacher’s Gifts. Nancy, Michele and I would love it if you were thinking of giving a gift that you make a donation to one of three things. Thank you.

· We would love to purchase a new area rug for our circle time.
· A donation to the Barbara Young scholarship fund or
· A donation to the Heifer Project
 

Fall 2009
I have some exciting news to share about the fall of 2009. We will, at the conclusion of this school year (2008-2009), be moving to 125 Dowd Avenue in Canton. A search for a new location for the school has been going on for a few years now. We are very excited to have found that new home located in a space adjoining the Canton Community Baptist Church. The new location offers us a bright sunny large room to call our new home. We have a lot that we want to do to get the space ready for the fall of 2009. We feel fortunate that we have nine months to do the spackling, painting and renovations that we want to do prior to our opening. Knowing that we do have things to do to prepare the new space I will be posting job descriptions for parent work days that include helping to ready our new space for next fall. Please watch for e-mails regarding Parent Work Days starting in the month of January for the new location. Work Days for December will be posted at the school this coming week. I have several jobs that need to be done over the Winter break, so look for the sign up on the bulletin board above the children’s mailboxes.   

 

Family Fun Night
Tuesday December16th plan to come to Flatbread for dinner between 5:00-8:00. Our own Jean Mix will be there to provide entertainment for all. A percentage of all pizza sales both eat in and take out goes to CCNS.

 

Winter Clothing
PLEASE send hats, gloves, snow pants, and boots each and every day. Yes, there may be days that we do not go outside, BUT we still will be practicing our self help skills. The children will not have teachers in the public school dressing each and every one of them to go outside. We are starting now to prepare them for public school. Also, please remember to label inside everything with your child’s name.

 
Snow Days

Please watch your local TV channels for late opening and school closings. We follow the Canton School policy with closings due to snow. Our policy can be found on page 13 in your handbook. It follows. 

 
CALENDAR / SNOW DAYS:
CCNS follows the Canton Public School Calendar, with few exceptions.  If Canton Schools have a 1-hour delay, the nursery school will open at the regular time.  If Canton Schools have a delay of 90 minutes to 2 hours CCNS will be open the following hours 

10:00 – 1:00 for the 4’s.

10:00 – 12:00 for the 3’s

Delays beyond 2 hours we will close for the day.

 Conferences
Conferences will be held at the end of January for both the 3’s and 4’s. Classes will not be held on conference days so we can meet with you. We ask that you not bring the children if at all possible.

 

Early Registration/Open Registration

Registration for presently enrolled families and alumni of CCNS will be held that last week in January and the first week in February.

Open registration for new families will be held on Saturday February 7th. 

 
Work Days

Over the Holiday break I will need families to clean in the classroom. Even though we clean and disinfect the classroom daily we have found that having a thorough bleaching and disinfecting of the room done a few times over the school year has cut down dramatically on the colds going through the school. Please look for the sign-up sheet that will be posted on the bulletin board this week. 

 

Professional Development Day

There will be no class held on Thursday January 15th so that staff can attend professional development training. We will add that class onto the end of the school year.

 
Holiday Break

The school will be closed from December 24th – January 4th. Class will resume again on Monday January 5th. 

 
Vacation Homes for our class pets.
Roo (chinchilla), Ruby (fish), Frog 1 and Frog 2 (need to go home together), and Little Guy (turtle) will need families to adopt them for the holiday break. Please consider bringing one home for the holidays.

 

Board meeting

We will be holding our December board meeting a week early this month due to the holiday and our Flatbread evening. It will be on Wednesday, December 10th at 7:00. Anyone is welcome to attend.

 

Wishing you all a Happy Holiday Season,

See you in 2009!

Debbie
Three’s - Michele Kucia and

     Debbie Lane
Happy December!  It’s always a busy and exciting time of the year.  The holidays and (usually) our first snow of the season make it especially exciting for three-year-olds.  At school we work hard to keep things predictable and low key.  We do not discuss the holidays.  Instead we focus on winter.  As winter creeps up on us we will discuss seasonal changes, and continue to keep track of the weather on our calendar.  As part of this unit we will introduce “Charlie”, a large poster board boy that we practice dressing for outdoor/snow play.  We will learn what goes on first, second, third, and so on.  For example, snow pants always have to go on before snow boots!  Please send labeled coats, snow pants, boots, hats, and mittens daily.  We do go out every day unless the temperature is below 30 degrees.  We do take the wind chill into account.  Be prepared, there will be many days when you arrive at pick up time, and we will still be getting dressed for outdoor play.  Getting dressed is a lesson itself, but it takes time.  Please be patient with us, and assure your child a few minutes on the playground.  Five minutes to run in the brisk fresh air or the snow can do wonders for them.  Having them practice putting on their own snow clothes at home would be greatly appreciated, and a great service to them.  I know it’s often easier for parents to just do it for them, but the quicker we can get dressed at school the more time everyone gets on the playground.

     This month we will be using all of our senses to explore the joys of art, music, and dance.  We will explore music and dance by trying on different dance costumes, and dancing to different types and speeds of music.  We will explore art by using different textures and mediums in our art work as well as using scented, sparkly play dough!  A classmate’s Dad is coming in mid month to do a special class project using tiles.  It will be auctioned off at our annual Flatbread night on Tuesday, December 16 from 5-9pm.  We hope you’ll join us for a fun night out together!  We will also be experimenting with different instruments, rhythm and sound, as well as making our very own musical instruments.  We will share these jingling instruments with you along with some of the seasonal songs, poems, and finger plays we have learned this month at our annual “Sing Along” on Tuesday, December 23 at 11:00am.  After the sing along we invite you to join us for light refreshments and punch.

     We wish everyone a happy and healthy holiday season filled with simple pleasures and special times shared together!  We look forward to seeing everyone back on Tuesday, January 6, 2009!
3’s Dates to Remember
· Tuesday, December 16 - Flatbread Night 5-9pm
· Tuesday, December 23 - Sing Along @CCNS 11:00am
· Tuesday, January 6, 2009 - First day back to school.
· Please review the school’s snow policy in your CCNS handbook
Four’s – Nancy Iskra, Michele

    Kucia and Debbie Lane
"No" more November - that sure happened quickly! The children really enjoyed our Farm theme. We had fun with the daily sign-in shapes, our room barn count, learning the names for the different animals, to playing "What's Missing". Now how many pre-schools have a "Beetle Barn" - complete with mealworms?! Our research team found out that these beetles are not the flying kind, but rather the burrowing kind. As we always say, you never stop learning!

Now the pace accelerates with all the various holiday happenings in December. We will attempt to stick to the predictable and familiar. Consistency of format will be a soothing contrast to all the holiday excitement. Our next theme will be Artists and the Arts. We will cover various forms of artistry, not just the visual arts. We hope to have a musician and a dancer or two make an appearance. Our changeable area will go from a music studio to an artists' studio to a dance studio - our imaginations will create all sorts of artists! It will be lots of fun and creativity will rule the day. The perfect way to start this theme will be our trip to Bushnell's Belden Theater to see the performance of "The Gruffalo". The ride into Hartford on a school bus is a highlight in and of itself!! There is nothing like seeing a live performance to bring out the actor in all of the children. We will act out some stories at school - oh the fun of being four years old!

Please mark your calendars for our night at Flatbread Pizza. They are certainly a very community oriented organization. As you enter Flatbread you will see some of our artwork in banner form. The children's feet became penguin bodies and handprints morphed into icebergs - very cool. There will be some silent auction pieces - notably some modern artwork by our fours. Look out Pollack! We will also be gift wrapping purchases at Barnes and Noble and hopefully getting some donations for our school. It will be a fun evening on Tuesday, December 16th.

The children will create a holiday surprise for their family this month, so please don't ask too many questions. You know how difficult it is for the children to keep surprises a surprise!! Another occasion to mark on your December calendar is our family sing-along on Monday, December 22nd at noon. We will have an early lunch that day so everyone will be ready to sing some of our favorites with you. This is great for the whole family - siblings, grandparents, anyone near and dear. Please join us.

Thank you for all your donations to Heifer International. It is heartwarming to see the children so excited about their donations. Of course, the railroad lights and sounds may have a little something to do with it. I am hopeful that all those coins will add up to 120 dollars at year’s end, so we can sponsor a goat (kid). What a great thing to be a part of. I read this past weekend that food donations are down 80% this year and the number of those needing assistance is really up. Thank you for helping out the Canton Food Bank. We will continue our collections of non-perishable food items this month. Our delivery in December will make things a little easier for some of our town neighbors. Your support is greatly appreciated.

Our very best wishes to you all for a wonderful holiday filled with memorable moments.
 Here's to a Happy New Year!

Debbie Lane, Michele Kucia, and Nancy Iskra


4’s Dates to Remember:

· Wednesday, December 3 - Bushnell Theater field Trip
· Tuesday, December 16 - Flatbread Fundraiser Night
· Monday, December 22 - Holiday Sing Along – noon
· Monday, January 5, 2009!!!!!! Class resumes
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