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From the Director - Debbie Lane

Welcome to Canton Community Nursery School.  Nancy, Michele and I very excited for the start of the new school year in our new location.  We look forward to getting to know all of the parents/guardians and children over the next several months.

This is a time of many new and exciting events for your child. It is also a time of transition.  We know that leaving your child may be difficult, but please do not prolong your departure. We ask that you get your child signed in, be sure to record the time as well, assist them in placing items in their coat cubby, but try not to do things for them. We are trying to encourage them to be independent. Reassure them that you will see them in a short time. A teacher will be at the door to greet you each day and to assist you in saying good-bye. We ask that parent helpers be at the school by 5 minutes to 9. There may be times especially at the beginning of the year and after a vacation week that we need your assistance in giving hugs to reluctant students.  

We do a great deal of our communication through e-mails. If you prefer to have a hard copy of e-mails placed into your child’s mailbox please let us know at the start of the year. 

Your parent/guardian orientation packet will be containing lots of information.  PLEASE read the hand book and hand outs that are included.  Also, please be sure to return your form acknowledging that you have read the hand book by October 1.

At this time I need to go over the business of running the school.

Paperwork

All students must have all forms into the school prior to the first day of class. Julie has sent out reminders and request over the summer.  It is the school and state requirements that these forms be on file in order for your child to attend class.

School News Letter
Please take the time to read this monthly it will inform you of the current month’s themes we will be exploring.  Upcoming events, field trips, and classroom visitors will be noted.  Be sure to read the four’s letter if you are the parent of one of our three’s. it will give you some insight as to what next year will look like each month.  We will have a few copies of the newsletter at the school but for the most part they are being sent electronically.  If you would like a hard copy placed into your mailbox please notify us.

Bulletin Board and Daily Message

The bulletin board is located on the right as you enter the school. It will have information that we may need to share with you in between the times that our monthly newsletter comes out. Please check it regularly. Our parent helper calendar will also be located in this area.

The easel will give you a snap shot of information about our day. The children are many times unable to recall the events of their day. This information will assist you in asking questions to facilitate your child’s recall of the day’s events and allow you to fill in the missing information.  
Communication  
Please feel free to contact any of us during the year should you have any questions or concerns. It is very important to let us know of anything that may affect your child’s day. The smallest thing such as a restless night, illness or hectic weekend may be important for us to be aware of.  Of course major happenings such as the death of a family member, pet, separation, divorce, etc. we would also like to be aware of.  If you feel it might be important then please share it with us.  Together we will make this first school experience a fun, exciting, rewarding time in your child’s life. 

Parent Helpers
Melissa Antarsh is our parent liaison this year.  Thank you for doing such a wonderful job getting the calendars ready for the start of the year.  We will go over the role that you will have in the classroom at open house.  Please come to me with your questions if things do not seem clear. 

A parent helper tip sheet can be found in your orientation packet.  All parents depending on the class they are in will be schedule in the class room 5 to 6 times during the school year. On your scheduled day you are required to provide the snack for the entire class. We ask that you be in the classroom a minimum of 3 times over the course of the year. Try to space out your visits to fall, winter and spring so that you can see firsthand the growth that your child is making. You do not need be present in the class room each time that you are scheduled, but are required to help as I said before 3 times during the year. We would love to see you each time your name appears if you choose.  If you are not able to come in on your scheduled day please feel free to contact another parent to switch days with you.  A copy of the parent helper calendar will be posted in the classroom.  Copies of the schedule for the year will be in your orientation packet as well. If your child should be sick on your parent helper day please call the school after 8:15 am and leave a message. We ask that you bring a container of juice and something like pretzels or crackers on your child’s next school day to replenish our backup supply. Please dress comfortable in casual clothing on your helper day. You will be assisting the teachers in the classroom. We welcome dads, moms, grandparents, aunts, uncles, and family friends as helpers on Parent Helper Day. 

Upcoming Functions:

Ice Cream Social 

It was wonderful to see so many of you at the ice Cream Social on Sunday. I hope that by holding this annual event prior to our opening this year it helped to take away some of those butterflies for you and your child about what the new school would look like.

Halloween Party 

This community event will be held on Saturday October 31st. This party is organized with the help of parents, guardians and staff. It is a great opportunity for students of CCNS and their families to have a safe fun Halloween celebration. Be on the lookout for more information in your child’s mailbox. We will need the help of many of our families to put together this event. Mary Dean and Beth Raccuia will chair this year’s event. Thank you again to Mary and Beth for all of her hard work.

Thank you

Thank you to all the families who hosted one of our class pets over the summer.  Welcome to our new additions, Romeo and Juliet!

PLEASE if at any time you have questions or concerns Nancy, Michele and I would be happy to talk with you at any time. My e-mail address is lanegang3@comcast.net. I am not great about checking it daily so if you need to speak to me please don’t hesitate to call me at home.  My number is 693-9180.
We look forward to a wonderful year getting to know your child and you.

Nancy, Michele and I welcome all of you to our school. 

Three’s - Michele Kucia and

     Debbie Lane
Welcome to the start of a brand new year at CCNS!  It’s exciting for us to see some new faces, and some familiar ones too! We're looking forward to getting to know you, and your children.  Please be patient with us while we do our best to learn all of the children's names, and your names, too. 

Class begins at 9:00 a.m.  We ask that you try to be prompt, so that we can get the most out of our two and a half hour day.  Upon arrival a teacher will be at the door to greet you and your child.  We recommend that you help your child find their coat cubby (for coats, backpacks, etc.), give them a hug, and say good-bye.  For most children, the longer you stay, the harder it is for them to let go.  We will work with you to make separations as easy as possible. 

We will start the year off by getting to know each other, and our classroom.  For health and safety purposes, we will show the children where to find the toilets, sinks, paper towels, tissues, and trash cans. We will talk about washing our hands inside, outside, and in between. Students will learn to cover their mouths with their elbows when they cough or sneeze instead of with their hands, (hands spread germs). 

We will also be introducing a few safety/classroom rules during the first few weeks. Some of these include: walking feet in the classroom, and feet first down the slide, etc. We will build on these as the children become more familiar with the classroom and the routine of our day. We will also review fire drill rules, and learn where our "safe spot" is in the classroom. Fire drills will be practiced throughout the year. 

We do use smocks for painting and for messy art projects. However, it is best if you send your child in comfortable, washable play clothes, and appropriate footwear for the climber and sand area.  We have found that socks with sneakers are best.  They are the most comfortable and safest for the children.

Our focus for the first couple of weeks will be colors and shapes. These are things we will talk about throughout the year, but they will be used as our jump off point for the start of the year. We will introduce your children to some new songs and poems as well as some old familiar favorites. Familiarity gives them a sense of comfort and belonging. 

Our preschool day ends at 11:30 a.m. For the first couple of weeks we encourage you to come back around 11:15 a.m. Many students start to get concerned about when their Mom, Dad, or caregiver will return around this time. Once your child sees that you are there, feel free to watch them play for the remaining fifteen minutes. It also gives you a glance at the new friendships that are forming.   

Don’t forget to mark your parent helper day on your calendar at home so your child knows when their special day is coming.  They can help you decide what to bring for snack and drink that day.  Your school folder has a list of suggested snacks if you need ideas.  Just remember if you choose to go with juice it must be 100% juice, but milk and water are good too!  We provide cups and napkins.  If plates, bowls or spoons are needed, we ask that you please bring them.

Please don't feel overwhelmed! We look forward to getting to know you all, and we look forward to making our school a place where your child will feel welcome, safe, happy, and secure! Please feel free to come to us at any time with questions or concerns you may have. Our goal is to work together with you to make preschool a great experience for your child. 

*FYI 
Parents there is a book called, What to Expect at Preschool, by Heidi Murkoff.  It is the story I will be reading to your children on their first day of preschool.  It’s a bit wordy, so for my own use I have highlighted key lines that I like to share with the children.  It nicely describes a preschool day using the same terminology that we use such as, circle time, cubbies, etc.  It also answers questions such as, What is preschool?  What is a teacher?  What if I have to go to the bathroom? Etc.  If you are interested I purchased the book at Barnes & Noble for a minimal fee.  You may also find it at the Canton Public Library.
3’s Dates to Remember
· Thursday, September 3 – Parent/Guardian Orientation Night 7:00 pm 
· Thursday, September 10 – 1st class- 1 hour sessions  9:00 - 10:00 and 10:30 – 11:30
· Tuesday, September 15 – first full class
Four’s – Nancy Iskra, Michele

    Kucia, and Debbie Lane
Welcome to our school's new location! Much work has gone into moving, painting, and getting the outdoor area ready. We think it looks terrific and are very excited to fill it with your children. We have been busy planning some exciting themes and creative activities for the school year. We look forward to our meeting with you on Parent Orientation Night and seeing the whole family at the Ice Cream Social. Please don't get overwhelmed with all the details at Orientation - once you are here, things will fall into place naturally.

The real fun begins on Wednesday, September 9th when we meet with the children for the first time.  For this first class, the children will meet with half of their class for an hour and a half.  From experience, we have found that on the first day it is best for your child to experience a smaller group for a shorter time frame.  Too many new things at once can be overwhelming.

At that first session, you will meet with other parents for a "coffee".  A Board Member will be there to field questions that you might have.  Our first full session will be Friday, September 11th.  Class will run from 9:00 until 12:30.  As our school is in a more populated location, we will be locking the outer door during class time.  Prompt arrivals will make things a lot easier.  One teacher will greet at the door, while another will be at the coat cubbies to offer assistance.  A new policy will be to clean hands with a sanitary wipe before entering the classroom.  It is a good practice and will hopefully reduce the number of colds, etc. At that point, you will sign in your child (including the time) and exit.  Our open and airy space is going to be a fantastic interactive teaching area.

It is always such fun to see familiar faces and to meet our "new to CCNS” students.  It is always amazing to see how much the 3-year-olds have changed over the summer months.  It may take us awhile to get all the parents names straight, but we learn the children’s names very quickly!  Our program is organized to give your child a consistent format: materials and themes rotate within that framework.  For any child that is tentative upon arrival, please give your child the positive reassurance that he/she needs with an extra hug and a quick exit.  A small touchstone that can fit into a pocket is an option for a very sensitive child.  We will be in touch to let you know how your child is doing.  We have all been there too and remember how heart wrenching a time it is on the parent!

Most newsletters are not this lengthy, but there is a lot to cover initially, so please bear with me.  Each month is a particular theme. In September we will cover basic procedures for cleanliness, safety, becoming familiar with each other and our space, and becoming a group.  We will explore the world of colors and shapes.  On your child's parent helper day, he/she gets to choose the calendar shape, be line leader (oh so important!), and pass out the napkins at snack time.  Make sure you pack a lunch for yourself on that day as well!  We plan to go outside each day, so please make sure your child has the appropriate outer wear.  PLEASE make sure that boots in particular are labeled with your child's name.  You can only imagine 18 children putting on boots which are identical to several other children's!  Yikes, it can get crazy!

One of the major differences in the four’s program is the monthly field trips.  The experience and learning outside of the normal classroom setting is so unique and a wonderful compliment and enrichment to our curriculum.  Our first field trip is to Lost Acres Orchard in North Granby. Mrs. Wutka owns and operates the orchard and has conducted school tours for over 25 years. The children will see things grown in a garden, see the open store, smell the wonderful things being cooked for sale ( you will want some to take home!), learn the correct way to pick an apple, pick some apples, ride on a tractor pulled wagon, taste cider, learn about Monarch Butterflies, and go to a special "listening spot".  There is a very friendly dog - if that is an issue, let us know beforehand.  We will have lots of follow-up apple activities at school.  This is one fun trip and siblings can go as well (not always the case).

To make field trips possible, we need your help on providing transportation.  Please check for the driver sign-up sheets on the parent bulletin board.  The number of non- airbag seats with seatbelts is the number of children you can transport.  If you are not driving, you need to leave a marked car-seat or booster for your child to use.  State law requires any child 4 and under, or under 40 pounds, use an approved car seat.  This is really a fun change of pace and it is always amazing all the things we never knew!  The Orchard trip will take place on Wednesday, September 23rd with a rain date of the 25th, Can you drive?

We went to the Simsbury Airport last year and learned of a free family event there that happens in September.  Please be on the lookout for The Simsbury Airport Fly-in.  It sounded like such a great thing to do with your family and the people there are incredibly friendly. 
Our Railroad sign will be available all year for change donations for the Heifer International Project.  Last year we raised enough money to purchase a "kid" and a flock of chicks.  So, somewhere in this world a family is benefitting from a CCNS goat and another family has some CCNS chicks!  Congratulations to all our contributors from last year who helped "pay it forward".

Feel free to contact any of us with any questions or concerns.  Any information that you think will be helpful for us to know about your child to better assist them, don't hesitate.  We are in this together to help ensure a positive learning experience for your child.  Communication between the parents and staff is vital for the most success for your child.  No questions are silly questions and we look forward to our partnership.  Here we go - off on an awesome, adventurous year in the life of your child!

Debbie Lane, Michele Kucia, Nancy Iskra

**Please send in a photo of any family pets for our use during October.  The pet’s name on the back would really be helpful!! Thanks.
4’s Dates to Remember:
· Wednesday, September 2 Parent/Guardian Orientation Night 7:00 pm 
· Wednesday, September 9 - 1st class – 1 ½  hour sessions 9 – 10:30 or 11 – 12:30
· Friday, September 11 - Regular classes begin 9:00-12:30  Remember lunch!
· Wednesday, September 23 - Lost Acres Orchard Trip (during regular class hours)
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