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From the Director - Debbie Lane

Year number five and counting, March did come in like a lion let’s hope it goes out like a lamb. 

Nancy, Michele and I thank you for allowing us to have such an important role in your child’s first school experiences.  We have enjoyed seeing the tremendous growth in the children over the past 6 months; we want to thank you all for sharing your children with us each day.

This newsletter will have a variety of events mentioned in both April and May.  We hope that by giving everyone the information on special events far enough in advance that you will be able to arrange your schedule to attend if you wish to.

Last Day of School

The four’s will have their end of the year celebration on Friday May 21st. More information about the day will be in your child’s mailbox this week.

The three’s last day of school is Tuesday May18th. We will be going on a field trip to finish out the year.  Parents will be needed to drive.  More information on our last day’s agenda will be out soon.

Work Day

Our spring work days will need to be completed over the break.  Parents who are signed up for our last opportunity to complete your commitment please refer to the sign-up sheet which is posted on the parent bulletin board at the school.  Please see me in regards to gaining access to the school to complete those jobs. 

No school 

We will be closed Friday April 2nd for Good Friday 

April Vacation is the week of April 18th. 

Vacation homes for our pets
We need vacation homes for the schools hermit crabs, turtles and the birds.  If you are able to take one of pets please sign up on the sheet posted by the bulletin board. 

Summer program

We will be running our summer program again this year.  Responses are due back by April 5th.

Board Positions

We have a variety of board positions that need to be filled for the up-coming school year.  If you would be interested in serving on the board next year please let me know as soon as possible.

End of Year Parent Questionnaires

Please take the time to answer the questions and return the forms to us in the next couple of weeks.  Your response allows us to better evaluate our program and our-selves.  We truly appreciate the feedback that is given. 

Spring Tea and Art Show

Our annual Tea and Art show will take place on May 6th for the threes class please return at 11:00 for the show.

The four’s will have their show on Friday May 7th. Please return at 11:45 for their show.  A light snack will be served following each showing. 

Family Fun Night April 6th 6:00-7:45

Story time at Barnes and Noble

This family event will include a Craft activity, Story Time with the teachers; a snack, an Egg Scavenger Hunt, and a visit by the spring bunny at 7:00 bring your camera for pictures.  Please sign up on the parent bulletin board so we have a head count of the children that will be attending.  Hope to see you there!

Paul Cryan

Paul will be coming to the school on April 15th for the 3’s and April 16th for the 4’s.  

Siblings may be brought in at the end of class to have their photos taken if you choose.  Paul will not photograph the children in a family all together.  The photos are strictly done as singles.

Canton Food Bank Donations
We will be starting our spring food drive again for the Canton Food Bank this month.  Please be sure to read Mrs. Iskra's information for the items that they are not in need of at this time.  Thank you for your continued support of our annual drive.

If you would like to schedule a final conference for the year please notify me as soon as possible so we can set a time.

Thank you all,

Debbie

Three’s - Michele Kucia and
     Debbie Lane
Happy spring!  As we leave the March winds behind, the April showers will certainly keep the playground wet and sloppy for awhile, so please continue to send in appropriate footwear.  April tends to be a bit windy too, so hats are strongly recommended.  We are hoping to spend more time on our playground, and maybe even take a walk over to the field (behind the parking lot).  It will be more enjoyable for all if we are dressed appropriately for the season.  You have to love New England!!!

Our theme for April will be the Pond.  We will talk about creatures and plants that live in and grow around a pond.  We will also learn some fun new songs!  Our next visitor (due in at the end of March or early April), will be from Harris & Wonderland a pet store located in Avon.

We have another Family Fun Night planned for Tuesday, April 6.  Please join us at Barnes & Noble Book Store located in The Shoppes for a fun evening of crafts, stories and songs.  CCNS staff will be there from 6-8 pm.

Thursday, April 15 is school picture day.  Paul Cryan will be here taking his wonderful black and white photographs of each child individually as well as a class photo.  He will also take individual shots of siblings after he has finished with the class photos.  You are not obligated to purchase the photographs.  When the photos come in, you may order the photographs you wish, or return the packet.

CCNS will be closed April 19-23 for April vacation.  We hope you all find the opportunity to spend some time together enjoying your families, and hopefully some beautiful spring weather.
3’s Dates to Remember:
· April 5 – Summer Camp forms due
· April 6 – Barnes & Noble Family Fun Night 6-8 pm
· April 15 – Paul Cryan, photographer
· April 19 – 23  - April vacation
Four’s –Nancy Iskra, Debbie Lane,   and Michele Kucia 
March did indeed come in like a lion this year, but the number of lamb-like days is proving to be the winner so far.  That warm springtime stretch was delightful.  Ask your child at the end of the month what the final tally of lion/lamb days was.  As the warmer weather has taken us all with delight, we have enjoyed many outdoor picnic lunches.  Our time frame of the day has changed a bit of late.  In order to end our day with an outdoor lunch, we have been tweaking circle time and small group interactions.  It is ever evolving.  We have also eliminated a mass sign-in at the beginning of the day. It was taking too long to start our day. In order to assess each child, we are doing individual sign-ins with each of the children.  We are working on upper and lower case letters in each name.  If you have any questions, concerns, or suggestions - we are always available to address them with you.

We have had a great deal of fun with our theme of birds. You should have seen the children waddle like penguins!  Everyone enjoyed playing bird Bingo and the various bird puzzles have seen lots of use.  There has been much activity at the windows for all our young birders.  We hope that you will continue the observations with your child and have fun using the bird chart that was sent home courtesy of Mr. Kucia.  We had fun playing Duck-Duck-Goose and singing lots of birdie songs.  Has your child told you about our singing bluebird?  We have belted out many a rousing chorus of "Zip a dee do dah" along with our little bluebird!

We celebrated the first day of Spring and St. Patrick’s Day at the same time.  The children actually saw leprechauns.  The little treasure hunt was a success to be sure.  We heard that leprechauns visited many of your homes.  I wonder how the milk turned green?!  Our trip into Hartford was so much fun. Thank you so much for making it such a great experience.  "The Little Engine That Could" was enacted very cleverly I thought. The opportunity to see live theater is such a great gift for the children.  I don't think Mr. Bill (the bus driver) has ever enjoyed so many greetings!

Our theme in April is pondlife.  We will talk about the re-emergence of turtles, frogs, toads, and snakes. We will look for signs of spring; like leaves, flowers, and bird nests.  We will talk about all things "oviporous" and learn songs like "The Little White Duck' and "Five Green and Speckled Frogs".  Hopefully the April Showers will be brief and at night!!  Our field trip will be to Sessions Woods in Burlington.  Our leader will be Shirley Sutton.  She is a Master Wildlife Instructor - you may remember her from the walk we took in Canton.  A driver sign-up sheet will be posted.  The date is Monday, April 12 with a rain date of Wednesday, April 14.  Please make sure your child is dressed for being outside the entire time.

There are many special dates coming up - please mark your calendars.  On Wednesday, April 14th Mr. and Mrs. Raymond (Natasha's grandparents) will come to do an art enrichment activity with the children.  They are artists and greatly enjoy working with children.  Now, as you may have noted, that is also our rain date for Sessions Woods. IF we use the rain date for the field trip, the Raymonds are graciously flexible and will come on Friday, April 16th.  As I suggested - mark your calendars!

Many of you may be familiar with the children's photographer, Paul Cryan.  He takes wonderful black and white photos of each child and our class.  The photos are available for you to purchase, order extras, or decline - your choice.  He also will take photos of individual siblings after he finishes with our class.  He is coming to school on Friday, April 16th to do our photos.  Have your child dressed and be ready to sparkle!! Mr. Cryan has them laughing with his antics and captures the cutest expressions.

Our school vacation is the week of April 12th with classes resuming on Monday, April19th.  We have counted the money in our Railroad Crossing Sign and have about $55.00.  This is being raised to purchase a baby goat (kid) with Heifer International for a Third World Country family.  Any change would be appreciated. The cost of a goat is $120.00 and hopefully we will reach that by the end of the year.

In support of our ongoing theme of sharing and caring, we will be accepting donations for Canton's Food Bank this month.  The need is great and there are many families who use the assistance.  Our inside source (Mary Dean) has found out that they do not need pasta, soup, or macaroni and cheese. Cereal, pasta sauce, tuna, and any canned fruits or vegetables would be ideal.  Anything that your family eats - especially in the summer- would be appreciated.  As always, thank you so much for your support. Our fourth day 4’s will be delivering the donations to the Food Bank on Thursday, April 29th.

We will be decorating our special T-shirts for our end of the year trip all month in class.  Please save the date -Friday, May 7th.  It will be our Spring Tea and Art Show. It is a special sing along for families the last half hour of the day (noon).  We will have light refreshments and masterpieces that we have saved during the year.  Each child will have at least two pieces on display.  So please try and join us for a very special event.  Also for people who need to make plans ahead - our awesome End of the Year Celebration will take place on Friday, May 21st.  This is a family celebration and marks the end of our school year.  The children receive a certificate, their school "books", and families bring picnics.  So mark those calendars!

April is a busy month for sure!  The school year is flying by at warp speed.  If you want another conference, or just some time to chat, just let us know.  What fun we are having - thank you!! Happy April!

4’s Dates to Remember:
· Friday, April 2 - No School
Good Friday
· Monday, April 5 - Summer School Registration Forms Due
· Tuesday, April 6 - Storytime at Barnes and Noble 6:00pm
(pajamas optional - storytime, craft, and lots of fun – FREE!)
· Monday April 12 - Sessions Woods field trip
· Wednesday, April 14 - Mr.& Mrs. Raymond - art enrichment in class
(raindate Sessions Woods)

· Friday, April 16 - Paul Cryan Photo Day
(The Raymond’s art IF we use raindate for field trip)

· April 12 -16 - April Vacation


We are sad to publish this message from Mrs. Kucia.

Dear CCNS Families,

It is with great sadness that I must share with you that I will not be returning to CCNS this September.

My family dynamics are quickly changing.  This fall our youngest son will be a senior in high school, our older son will be a freshman in college, and our daughter will be a senior in college.  Even as I write this to you I can hardly believe it.  It seems like just yesterday I was sending them off to CCNS.  With all of these changes occurring, and the fact that over the next four years we will have two children in college at the same time I am feeling the need to work longer hours.  

I will always remember and be thankful to CCNS for the special place it is, and the wonderful people that make if that way.

                                                                                             Sincerely,

                                                                                             Michele Kucia

I know all of you will join us in wishing Michele all the best in the future. She has made CCNS a very special place for all of our children and their families. She will be missed very much. 
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