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From the Director - Debbie Lane

Happy Holidays

The holiday season is in full swing. I hope everyone had an enjoyable Thanksgiving with family and friends. The mild weather has certainly been an unexpected treat.

During the month of December, we will work very hard to keep things as normal as possible for the children. With all of the holiday decorations beginning to appear in your homes we know that the excitement builds for the children. 

We will focus on decorating our room for winter with snowflakes, paper chains and adding a winter flair to our changeable area for our woodland friends.  

Please be sure to read Nancy and Michele’s newsletters for dates and times so you can attend our winter sing-along.

Family Fun Night
A Family fun night will take place at Cosi’s on Thursday, November 10th.  Plan to come to dinner between 3:30-9:00. A percentage of the evening’s proceeds goes to CCNS. The teachers will be on hand during the dinner hours of 5:00ish to 8:00. We hope to see you there!
 

Winter clothing
PLEASE send hats, gloves, snowpants, and boots each and every day. Yes, there may be days that we do not go outside, BUT we still will be practicing our self help skills. The children will not have teachers in the public school dressing each and every one of them to go outside. We are starting now to prepare them for public school. And please remember to label inside everything with your child’s name.

Snow Days

Please watch your local TV channels for late opening and school closings. We follow the Canton School policy with closings due to snow. Our policy can be found in your handbook. 

CALENDAR / SNOW DAYS:

CCNS follows the Canton Public School Calendar, with few exceptions.  If Canton Schools have a 1-hour delay, the nursery school will open at the regular time.  If Canton Schools have a delay of 90 minutes to 2 hours, CCNS will be open the following hours 

10:00 – 1:00 for the 4’s.

10:00 – 12:00 for the 3’s

Delays beyond 2 hours we will close for the day.

Conferences

Conferences will be held at the end of January for both the 3’s and 4’s. Classes will not be held on conference days so we can meet with you. We ask that you not bring the children to their conference, if at all possible. PLEASE remember that when we conference we are looking at what we see of your child’s development in the classroom. We are basing our assessments on the 5 hours a week we spend with your child a week in our threes class and the 10 ½ hours a week we spend with your child in our four’s class. Please read Nancy and Michele’s newsletters for dates.
Early Registration/Open Registration

Registration for presently enrolled families and alumni of CCNS will be held the last week in January and the first week in February.

Open registration for new families will be held on Saturday February 6th 

Work Days

There are still a dozen families that have not signed up for their work day. I will be sending out reminders to those that I have down as having not put in a day so far this year. 

Over the Holiday break I will need families to clean in the classroom. Even though we clean and disinfect the classroom daily we have found that having a thorough bleaching and disinfecting of the room done a few times over the school year has cut down dramatically on the colds going through the school. Please look for the sign-up sheet that will be posted on the bulletin board this week. 

Holiday Break

The school will be closed from December 23rd – January 3rd. Class will resume again on Monday January 4th. 

Vacation Homes for our class pets.

Little Guy and Monet (turtles); Romeo and Juiliette (parakeets); and Squidward and Princess Bee (Hermit Crabs) will need families to adopt them for the holiday break. Please consider bringing one home for the holidays.

 

Board meeting
We will be holding our December board meeting on December 16th at Peg Bruno’s house this year at 7:00. All are welcome to attend. Plan to bring a finger food to share. BYO Beverage

Wishing you all a Happy Holiday Season,

See you in 2010!

Debbie
 
Three’s - Michele Kucia and

     Debbie Lane
     November was an exciting month with lots of sharing and caring happening in our classroom.  Thank you to all that contributed to the Canton Food Bank.  We will continue to collect items as there are many families in our community that are in need.  We would also like to thank you for sending in special snacks for our Sharing Feast.  The children were so excited to add their contribution to the mixing  bowl.  It was great example of how sharing can bring enjoyment to all.

     Can you believe it’s already December?  It’s always a busy and exciting time of the year.  The holidays and (usually) our first snow of the season make it especially exciting for three year olds.  At school we work hard to keep things predictable and low key.  We do not discuss the holidays.  Instead we focus on winter.  As winter creeps up on us we will discuss seasonal changes, and continue to keep track of the weather on our calendar.  As part of this unit we will introduce “Charlie”, a large poster board boy that we practice dressing for outdoor/snow play.  We will learn what goes on first, second, third, and so on.  For example, snow pants always have to go on before snow boots!  Please send labeled coats, snow pants, boots, hats, and mittens daily.  We do go out every day unless the temperature is below 30 degrees.  We do take the wind chill into account.  Be prepared, there will be many days when you arrive at pick up time, and we will still be getting dressed for outdoor play.  Getting dressed is a lesson itself, but it takes time.  Please be patient with us, and assure your child a few minutes on the playground.  Five minutes to run in the brisk fresh air, or the snow can do wonders for them.  Having them practice putting on their own snow clothes at home would be greatly appreciated, and a great service to them.  I know it’s often easier for parents to just do it for them, but the quicker we can get dressed at school the more time everyone gets on the playground.

     To go along with our Winter theme we will use our senses to explore the wonders all around us.  Hopefully, (if Mother Nature cooperates) snow, peppermint scented play dough, and ice, and some really fun “fake” snow in our sensory table.

     We will also be learning some new seasonal songs, poems, and finger plays this month.  Some of these songs are my favorites!  We will share them with you at our annual “Sing Along” on Tuesday, December 22 at 11:00am.  All parents and guests are warmly invited .After the sing along we invite you to join us for light refreshments and punch.

     We wish everyone a happy and healthy holiday season filled with simple pleasures and special times shared together!  We look forward to seeing everyone back on Tuesday, January 5, 2010!

3’s Dates to Remember
· Thursday, December 10 – COSI Night 3:30-9 pm
· Tuesday, December 22 - Sing Along @CCNS 11:00am
· Tuesday, January 5, 2010 - First day back to school.
· Tuesday, January 26, 2010 -  3’s Conferences
· Please review the school’s snow policy in your CCNS handbook
Four’s – Nancy Iskra, Michele

    Kucia and Debbie Lane
Happy December! Do you believe it? This school year is racing by. It seems like yesterday we were gearing up for the Halloween Party. Hopefully you were all able to enjoy some wonderful family moments at Thanksgiving. Aside from eating too much, it is such a family friendly occasion. It is always a time to take a breath and just enjoy each other.

Our Stone Soup was delicious. Thank you to all of you for contributing those great ingredients. It is always fun to see the children who are reluctant to try it and those who are up for the adventure. They all love acting out the story! We have had such fun with all our woodland animal tracks. I am glad that the weather co-operated for the nature hike with Shirley Sutton. She is always such a wealth of information. The children were very good about finding out the sizes of the squirrel types. For your info - flying squirrels are the smallest and gray squirrels are the largest.

We will continue to talk a little about our woodland neighbors and how they adapt to the cold weather. We will also be looking at different winter sports. As the holiday season approaches, we will be making family surprises. Please don't ask - children at this age will tell for sure!! We will be learning some wintry songs and spending lots of time getting all the winter outdoor clothing on for outside time. Please send in hats, snowpants, gloves/mittens, and boots for the cold weather days. We have had snow already this fall - who knows what is in store for us in December!! Remember - label, label, label. You can only imagine how many boots look the same!

Thank you for all the generous donations to our Heifer Project. We have been hearing the railroad sign clanging more frequently of late. Last year we not only purchased a "kid", but some chicks. It might be fun to do bees if we have enough money. As for the Canton Food Bank, wow the need this year is just huge. The number of families has grown drastically. There are now 90 Canton families served on a weekly basis. Cereal, pasta and sauce, and canned fruit are big on the wish list. I would think tuna would be a big hit too. Actually any non-perishable foods that you can donate would be so appreciated. It is certainly a tough economic climate for many and any help is greatly appreciated. Thanks for caring.

The last school day in December is Monday the 21st. Please come join us at noon for a sing along. This is open to the whole family - think siblings and grandparents too if they are nearby. We will sing some of our favorites and have some light refreshments. It is a special time to celebrate with your most special child. Mark those calendars now!!

In January we hold a special time for conferences with you. Our conference day will be Monday, January 25th. As we will be meeting with all of you, there will be no class for the children that day. This is a time to get together and talk about how your child is doing in relation to criteria for that age. If you have questions or areas of concern, it is a good idea to jot down notes so that we can discuss those aspects of your child. If you are thinking of having your child do another year in the four year old program, these conferences are held before pre-registration so you can secure a spot. Each child is so unique and has his or her own strengths and areas they shine in. It is so amazing how each one has such distinctive personalities. It is such a precious age. A sign-up sheet will be posted on the bulletin board mid-December. Slots are 15 minutes. If more time is needed, or a second conference, we can schedule that at a later time.

As 2009 comes to a close, Debbie, Michele and I are very grateful to all of you for sharing your child with us. We thank you for your time as parent helpers, drivers on field trips, serving on The Board, and all the many contributions you make to our program. Our success is your success - oh, what a team we are. Happy Holidays!


We try and schedule some things/events during the year for the family to participate in. As we have no field trip this month (too much to do in too short a timeframe!!), we will have a family night out at Cosi Restaurant in Avon. It is located in the same stretch of buildings as Pier 1. The restaurant will give 10% of all sales to the school. There are pizzas, sandwiches, soup - family fare. This family night for our school is Thursday December 10th. Hope to see you there.


4’s Dates to Remember:

· Tuesday, December 10 – COSI Night 3:30 – 9 pm
· Monday, December 21 - Holiday Sing Along – noon.  Last class in December
· Monday, January 4, 2010 Class resumes
· Monday, January 25 - Parent Conferences
· Heifer Project Donations all month
· Canton Food Bank Collections all December (Non-perishable foods)
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