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From the Director - Debbie Lane
My message this month is filled with Thank yous.

Halloween Party
We had an amazing response from so many of you for the Halloween Party.  Thank you all for your support and generosity in putting together the silent auction baskets, providing candy and prizes for the games, providing the baskets that we used to make up the auction items, the  baked goods and helping in soliciting donations.  Thank you to all of the volunteers for set up and break down of the event is greatly appreciated. The Halloween Party is our largest fundraiser of the year.  The monies raised support our new equipment fund and Barbara Young Scholarship Fund. 

I cannot thank Mary Dean and Beth Raccuia enough for chairing the event, for all of their help, support and organizational skills in putting together the event for all of us.  

Thank you to Eric Mugavero for taking on the responsibility of making contacts for the bake sale. 

Book Orders

Thank you to the families that purchased a book for the preschool with our first book order.  Thanks to you we will be able to choose 5 free books to add to our school collection. 

Pie / Cookie Dough Fundraiser

Thank you to Dawn Gibbons for chairing the Pie & Cookie Dough Fundraiser this year.  Your orders will be in for Thanksgiving. Dawn will need a parent or two the day of delivery to help sort orders and get them ready for pick-up.
Board Meetings

Please consider attending our monthly board meetings.  Parents of our three’s if you are thinking about serving on the board next year think about attending  the meetings this year to get an idea of what goes on.  As you can see from the Board Member list that was sent out in last month’s newsletter we have lots of families that are already from the threes class serving.  Attending the meeting will give you a chance to speak with other members about their job.  Many members change their positions from one year to the next trying something new.

We will have a fair number of families that will be leaving as their children will begin Kindergarten next year leaving spots to be filled.  Hope to see you at our November meeting.  

Warm Weather Clothing

LABEL, LABEL, LABEL  It’s time to start labeling and sending in the warm weather clothing - hats, gloves/mittens, coats.  The temperature drops quickly.  PLEASE show your child their winter clothing as we spoke about at open house.  You would be surprised as to how many don’t know which garments are theirs. Please allow enough time before leaving for school for your child to get their own clothing on.  We are working on self help skills.  Kindergarten is only a year or two away.  They need to be able to get dressed by their self to go outside for the public school.  One teacher cannot and will not get 18-22 students dressed. 

At anytime should you have questions or concerns please do not hesitate to contact me at the school or home.

Debbie

Three’s - Michele Kucia and

     Debbie Lane
     Time seems to be flying by!  Can you believe it’s already November?  We are enjoying our time with your children, and hope that you have enjoyed your parent helper day.  Thank you to all the families that joined us in celebrating Halloween at our annual party.  It’s always a great time for all!

     In addition to all the name games/songs that we play in school, we hope our family photo album will help everyone get to know each other better.  Hopefully, each child will have a chance to take it home to share with their family before the holidays.  It’s a favorite book among the three year olds, as they love seeing themselves and their families in the album.

     During the month of November we will continue to watch and learn about seasonal changes going on around us.  We always welcome and encourage donations to our “nature weaving” that hangs above our sensory table.  A special leaf, feather, etc. are all welcome additions.  See what you can find!

      This month we will be talking about woodland animals.  Just wait until you see our changeable area transformed into a forest!  We will talk about how animals prepare for winter, and what some of them might do in the winter (hibernate).  We will learn more new songs and finger plays.  Then on Tuesday, November 10, Shirley Sutton, a wildlife educator will visit our classroom.  She comes with bones, pelts and plaster molds of footprints of wild animals that live in Connecticut’s woodlands, and probably in your backyard too!

     On Tuesday, November 24 we will celebrate our friendships with a sharing feast.  A sign-up sheet will be posted with ingredients for a trail mix the week before.  Each student will pour their ingredient into a large bowl, and we will share our special mix at snack time.  A sandwich size bag will be a sufficient amount.  Suggested items include: Cheerios, Chex (rice, corn or wheat), raisins, craisins, goldfish, pretzels (sticks or squares), oyster crackers, Kix, mini Ritz, etc.  We ask that you do not send in any candy or nuts.  Thank you in advance!

     In the spirit of caring and sharing we will be collecting personal care items during November for the Canton Food Bank.  Perhaps your child could do a small, age appropriate chore to earn money that can be used to purchase an item (toothpaste, shampoo, soap, etc.). Thank you for your thoughtfulness.

     As cold weather moves in please remember to send your child with appropriate outdoor clothing.  Hats and mittens will be needed before you know it.  PLEASE remember to LABEL all items with your child’s name or initials.  We cannot stress enough how important this is.

     As always, please come to us with any questions, comments or concerns.  Happy November!!!

3’s Dates to Remember
· Tuesday, November 10 – Shirley Sutton-wildlife educator
· Tuesday, November 24 -  Sharing Feast
· Wed. , Nov. 25 - Fri., Nov. 27 –No school, Thanksgiving break
Four’s – Nancy Iskra, Michele

    Kucia and Debbie Lane

Fall came upon us quickly it seems. October blew past us packed with lots of activities and fun. By the time you read this we will have had our first big Halloween party in our new space. The children always look adorable and seeing alumni man the games is a real treat. The basket assortment this year was beyond spectacular.  A HUGE thank you to Mary Dean, Beth Raccuia and Debbie for all their hours of work making this a festive and successful event.  Thank you to all of you who came and had a great time and to all who donated the generous basket ingredients.

We certainly enjoyed talking about our pet members of our families. The photos on the door are looked at and discussed frequently.  We graphed people and pets in our families.  This was a year for the dogs! There were several black dogs of various sizes.  One day we woofed, barked, yowled, whined, sniffed, etc. - nine different dog sounds!  Our trip to PetCo was very informative.  Most everyone touched the corn snake, saw the bearded dragon, and petted a ferret.  The store was ours, and if you stop in, check out the fanciful painted bathroom!  Thank you to the patient parents who drove and dropped us off.  Hope you all had fun together with a cup of coffee.

Our November theme goes from domestic to wild animals, more specifically, the woodland animals around us.  We will go from bears to mice and creatures in between.  We will talk about habitats, how the animals prepare for winter, hibernation and migration.  All this will be on a pre-school level of course!  We have great puzzles, stories and games.  Our Pet Store/Vet's Office will become a forested area complete with a "Woodland Condo". The children will learn about animal tracks, some neat new songs, and a poem, "When the birds fly south....".  We are most fortunate in knowing Shirley Sutton.  She is a wildlife consultant and will lead us on a hike in Canton - our next field trip.  This will be on Wednesday, November 11 - dress for being outside.  If it rains, she will come here.  She has numerous pelts, skulls, and rubber footprints of various animals in our area.  We all learn interesting things from Shirley.

We will have a special sharing day on Monday, November 23.  We will make "Stone Soup" together after listening to the story. It is a hearty vegetable soup and the room always smells wonderful.  The story is about sharing - something we stress daily. The children each contribute a vegetable and the results are amazing.  It is always interesting to see who gulps it down and asks for seconds, and who is hesitant to try. There will be a sign -up sheet to choose a vegetable.  Canned ingredients and grains can be brought in beforehand.  Fresh veggies should be brought in on the day of our soup making.  Don't let the children know that we don't just use stones!

On the topic of sharing, thank you to those of you who have been bringing in coins for our Heifer International project.  The children love hearing the train whistle and each toot brings us closer to purchasing a "kid".  On a local level, we will be collecting items for the Canton Food Bank this month and also in December.  There are far too many local families struggling - single parents, recently un-employed, and elderly. In November we focus on personal care items that are not covered by food stamps (toothpaste, soap, shampoo, toilet paper, etc.).  December's focus will be on non-perishable foods items.  Our children learn from our example, and helping one another is the ultimate act of sharing.  Ask your child what things are important to stay healthy. Maybe they can help you pick out some things.  Thank you in advance for caring and sharing.

A few special thank yous are in order. Courtney Kane spent her helper day at the sewing machine with the children. They had so much fun turning T-shirts into their own bags.  Re-use and re-cycle was demonstrated in such a fun way. Thank you, Courtney. Diana DelGuice has given us sheets of different dog breeds for the children to color.  I am sure that you have had some of the dog-art come home.  She also got stethoscopes for all of us to use. We listened to our own heartbeat and discussed how pets have doctors that use some of the same equipment people doctors use!  Thank you, Diana. Julie Keen brought "Daisy", the family's Black Lab puppy, for the children to see.  Daisy was a very good girl! Thanks Julie.

We really enjoy spending time with all of the children and you.  Everyone brings something special to our group - we are thankful for our school family.  As always, feel free to contact us anytime with suggestions, comments, or concerns.  Enjoy the family time at Thanksgiving.  Our best wishes to you.


4’s Dates to Remember:

· Wednesday, November 11– 
Nature Hike with Shirley Sutton
· Monday, November 23 – Stone Soup
(Bring vegetables to class)
· Wed. November 25 – Friday, Nov. 27
No school, Thanksgiving Break

Canton Food Bank Collection all month
Canton Community Nursery School
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