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From the Director - Debbie Lane

Happy 2010!

I hope that everyone enjoyed their holiday season.  We received just enough snow to freshen the landscape up with a new coat of white every few days. 

Nancy, Michele and I cannot thank all of you enough for your generosity.  The array of gift cards is overwhelming and so very much appreciated.  We will be able to purchase items for the preschool that are needed for daily use and items to enhance our school curriculum.  Thank you all so very much.

Parent / Teacher Conferences

It’s hard to believe that our school year is almost half over. We will be preparing for parent teacher conferences that will be taking place for both classes at the end of this month. Please remember that class is not held on conference days so that we can meet with you. We ask that you please not bring your child to the conference. It allows all of us to talk openly about your child’s progress. If you have not yet signed up for a conference time please do so on your first day back to class. We also ask that you understand our need to stay to our times allotted. With so many families to meet with, running behind that day can quickly become a nightmare for all of us.  If you would like more time to discuss your child’s progress we will be happy to schedule another time to meet with you. PLEASE remember we are discussing your child’s progress and development as we see them in the hours they spend with us.  Be sure to read Nancy and Michele’s newsletters for dates and additional information 

Early Registration / Open Registration

Early registration for alumni and currently enrolled families will begin on January 27th at the school. All of the necessary forms will be available for you to enroll your child for the next year. Please pass on our registration information to friends and families in the community. Open registration for new families will begin on Saturday February 6th at 9:00 on-line. 
Families can go to our website at www.cantoncommunitynurseryschool.org to register. If they prefer to register at the school, walk-in registration will begin on Monday February 8th.

Kick off to Kindergarten

The Canton Parents as Teachers will be coming to CCNS on Thursday evening January 7th (snow date January 14) to facilitate an evening for parents whose children are eligible to enter kindergarten for the fall of 2010.  Please join us at the school for this very informative evening. The event is open to any family in the community so please spread the word to friends and neighbors to join us. Registration is requested for the evenings program please sign up on the bulletin board located above the children’s name shapes. 

Parent Coffee with Melissa

Prior to the Holiday break I placed a letter in everyone’s mailbox from Melissa Mendez regarding a parent coffee, with dates and times. Melissa will be holding these at our school.  Melissa is a wonderful resource available to our families; please try to make one of her sessions. 

Thank you

It was wonderful seeing so many of you at Cosi’s last month. Not only is the evening out a way of supporting the school financially but more importantly it gives us a chance to see the children and all of you out for a fun filled family event. Thank you all for your support. 

Many thanks to Peg for opening up her home for the December board meeting. The array of appetizers and desserts provided by everyone was a special treat. The book swap was a great idea I think we should make that an annual event.

. 

Many thanks to all of the families that gave one of our class pets a home over the holiday break.

Many thanks to Mary Dean, Beth Raccuia, and Dawn Gibbons for running our fundraisers for the start of the year.  Ladies, you did a remarkable job for the school.  I know the immense amount of hours that go into running these events, your gift of time, energy, and organizational skills is very much appreciated by all of us.

No school

No classes will be held on Monday, January 18 in observance of Martin Luther King Day.

Snow Clothes

Please continue to send in snow clothing each day. As we have been saying we may not always be getting outside each day but the practice in getting dressed and ready for pick up is immensely important for us to do each day.

In closing, I want to thank you all so very much for allowing us to have such an important role in the lives of your children. These first years of school are the foundation that establishes a love of learning and school for your children. We do not take this responsibility lightly. I appreciate all of your help serving on the board, in the classroom, your assistance with work days, your support of the staff, our fundraisers and family events. CCNS is a very special place thanks to your children and all of you. 

Debbie

Three’s - Michele Kucia and

     Debbie Lane
Happy New Year!  We hope everyone had a wonderful holiday break enjoying some special family time together.
Thank you to everyone who gave donations for the Canton Food Bank.  The volunteers at the Food Bank are truly touched by your generosity.  It’s a nice feeling to know that we’ve helped people less fortunate than ourselves.  

Please continue to send appropriate outdoor clothing.  Even if you think we won’t be going out please send it any way.  We need the practice of getting dressed.  We will have some beautiful, sunny, snowy days where we’ll want to get out and enjoy the snow, and the quicker we can get dressed the more time we’ll have to play.  It would also be helpful if you would label all clothing including mittens and boots (initials will do).  Please review your handbook for our policies on early closings, delays and cancellations due to inclement weather. January is conference month!  Debbie and I will be holding conferences on Tuesday, January 26.  We will hold conferences if fifteen minute blocks.  Please don’t forget to sign up for a time slot.  It’s a nice time for us to share with you how we’ve seen your child grow, and a quiet time for you to voice any questions, concerns or opinions you may have about your child.  We will not be holding class on this day, so that we have time to meet with all of you.  We ask that you do not bring your child to this meeting as it can be very uncomfortable for them.  They are very perceptive, and are well aware that we are discussing them!  It also gives you the opportunity to speak freely.

Our theme for January is the Rainforest!  It’s always a favorite.  We will talk about the different “levels” of the rainforest from the forest floor to the canopy roof, and discover the different animals that live there.  There are certainly some interesting ones!  We have a nice supply of books with wonderful illustrations of the rainforest, and a rainforest tape.  So, consider yourself warned – don’t be surprised if you walk in one day and hear squawking birds, and screeching monkeys!

     As always, please feel free to come to us with any questions or concerns.

3’s Dates to Remember
· Tuesday, January 12 – visitor, Miss Heather from the Canton Public Library 
· Tuesday, January 26, 2010 -  Parent/teacher Conference
Four’s – Nancy Iskra, Michele

    Kucia and Debbie Lane
Happy New Year!  Now it is 2010, a new decade, and a time to try and remember the right year when we write checks!!  Hopefully you enjoyed a wonderful holiday filled with special family memories to treasure.  Thank you for all the wonderful gift cards that were given to the school.  Whether it was to Michael's for craft supplies, PetCo for pet supplies (those birds do not have birdlike appetites!!), Shaws and WalMart   for classroom supplies, or Borders/Barnes & Noble for a book shopping spree - what a great and thoughtful thing to do. Thank you!  In the spirit of giving, please know that many families are appreciative for all the donations to The Food Bank.  It is such a simple act of kindness and so gratifying to help someone in tough times.

Our Wintry Woodland area (and theme) has been turned upside down and become The Rainforest!! Wait until you see the changeable area - it is so awesome. The children will be writing their names for sign in now.  Please don't hover - it makes some of the children very self-conscious.  Check it out at the end of the day instead, please.  We had so much fun hunting for the gingerbread boy each day, this month we will be on a daily hunt for a tree frog!

This month will be filled with lots of neat animals to learn about.  We will slither like snakes, hop like tree frogs, stalk like jaguars, swoop like harpy eagles, and move in slow motion like sloths.  We will talk about the layers of the rainforest and create all sorts of neat creatures for a special rainforest bulletin board. There are stuffed monkeys galore and all sorts of neat small plastic animals for the sensory table. We have some great puzzles and games to play. This is always a super theme to stimulate your child's curiosity.

Our field trip will be to The Rainforest Cafe in Westfarm’s Mall on Friday, January 15th (raindate/snowdate is 1/22).  We will have a one hour guided tour and then the children will have lunch there so we will not need packed lunches that day.  While we are having the tour there will be no thunderstorms (sounds and lights).  That will resume while we are having lunch as the restaurant will be open to the public then.  This is not a trip for siblings. Drivers can buy lunch to accompany us ($10. and up) or wander the mall. We will discuss the sights and sounds before we go.  If you think your child will be sensitive to this, please let us know so we can address it further with your child.  It should be lots of fun.  No gift buying in front of the children please.

In keeping with the theme, The Dr. Seuss book, The Lorax, is a great follow up to our theme.  It can spark lots of discussion about taking care of our environment, not to mention all the wonderful Seuss words (truffula trees!!).  An animated movie about 10 years ago was also really good.  It was about saving the rainforest. It was entitled Ferngully.  It is probably still available on DVD.  A final extension idea is a trip to The Butterfly Conservatory - Magic Wings - in South Deerfield, Mass.  You walk among all the butterflies flitting about, and if you are lucky, one will alight on you!

A song that we will be singing this month is "I've Been Working in the Rainforest".  It goes to the tune of Working on the Railroad. Here are the words so you can join in the fun! "  I've been working in the rainforest all among the trees, I've been working in the rainforest where I saw the bats and bees, parrots, butterflies, and toucans, monkeys and hummingbirds galore, frogs and snakes and spotted jaguars on the rainforest floor." Have fun singing!!
For a special project this month, we are asking each student bring in a patterned men’s necktie.  Please send in the tie no later than Wednesday, January 20th.

We look forward to our time with you at conferences.  Try to jot down any questions or concerns beforehand.  A heads up - in February we will be going to the Canton Community Center on Friday, February 12th.  We will be singing for, and with, the seniors and eating our lunches with them.  Pick up will be at the back entrance of the Community Center that day. It is such a nice inter-generational event. I just wanted you to know ahead so you can make plans to join us if you choose.

We look forward to seeing you all real soon. Amazing how quickly the holiday break went by!  Remember all the winter apparel and check the snow policy in the handbooks. Happy 2010!

4’s Dates to Remember:

· Friday, January 15 – Field Trip to The Rainforest Café – (no siblings & lunch provided)
· Monday, January 18 – No School Martin Luther King Day
· Monday, January 25 - Parent Conferences – no regular classes
· Wednesday, January 27 – Pre-registration begins for alumni and siblings of students/alumni.
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