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From the Director - Debbie Lane
Year number five and counting!  March did come in like a lion and go out like a lamb for the fifth year in a row.  Signs of spring have begun to appear around the school with our daffodils breaking through the ground. 
Nancy, Michele and I have enjoyed seeing the tremendous growth in the children over the past 6 months.  We have enjoyed our year immensely; we thank you all for sharing your children with us each day.

 
Last Day of School
The fours will have their end of the year celebration on Monday June 1st.  More information about the day will be in our next newsletters.  The three’s last day of  

School Thursday, May 28th.  We will be going on a field trip to finish out the year.  Parents will be needed to drive.   More information on our last days will follow soon.

 

Work Day
Our spring work days will involve both our present location and work at the new site.  I will need families to help clean up the parking lot at our present site and also assist with bleaching of toys over the break.  The new site will need help with spackling and painting.  Please look for the sign-up sheet to be posted next week.

 

April Vacation is the week of April 19th. A quick reminder if you have signed up to clean in the school over vacation please talk to one of the teachers about gaining access to the building.

 

We will be closed Friday April 10th for Good Friday 

 

Vacation homes for our pets
We need vacation homes for Roo, the hermit crab, little guy the turtle, and the frogs.  If you are able to take one of pets please sign up on the sheet posted by the bulletin board. 

 

Two week summer program
We will be running our summer program again this year.  It will run from June 2 through the 12th. Information will be in your mailboxes next week in regards to times and fees for the program.

 

Board Positions
We have a variety of board positions that need to be filled for the up-coming school year. If you would be interested in serving on the board, please let me know as soon as possible.

 
End of Year Parent Questionnaires
Please take the time to answer the questions and return the forms to us in the next couple of weeks. Your response allows us to better evaluate our program and our-selves.  We truly appreciate the feedback that is given. 

 

Spring Tea and Art Show
Our annual Tea and Art show will take place on May 7th for the three’s class please return at 11:00 for the show. The four’s will have their show on Friday May 8th. Please return at 12:00 for their show. A light snack will be served following each showing. 

 

Family Fun Night April 7th 5:30-7:30
Story time at Barnes and Noble. 
This family event will include stories, a craft, snack, an Egg Scavenger Hunt, and a visit by the spring bunny at 7. Bring your camera for pictures.  Hope to see you there!

 

Paul Cryan
Paul will be coming to the school April 16th for the 3’s and April 17th for the 4’s class to photograph the students.  Siblings may be brought in at the end of class to have their photos taken if you choose.  Paul will not shoot the children in a family all together.  The photos are strictly done as singles.

 

If you would like to schedule a final conference for the year please notify me as soon as possible so we can set a time.

Thank you all, Debbie

Three’s - Michele Kucia and
     Debbie Lane
Happy spring!  Just last week the children in the four-year-old class helped Mrs. Lane put up a small, black fence around our sprouting daffodils.  A sure sign spring is upon us.  We will continue to watch their progress as they grow a bit taller each day, and then magically blossom. As we leave the March winds behind, the April showers will certainly keep the playground muddy for awhile, so please continue to send in boots every day.  April tends to be a bit windy, too, so hats are strongly recommended.
We will be zooming, gliding pedaling and chugging into April as we begin our month on transportation.  We will explore different modes of transportation as well as have some community workers bring their vehicles to us.  Date to be announced.

Thursday, April 16 is school picture day.  Paul Cryan will be here taking his wonderful black and white photographs of each child individually as well as a class photo.  He will also take individual shots of siblings after he has finished with the class photos.  You are not obligated to purchase the photographs.  When the photos come in, you may order the photographs, or return the packet.  

We have a special Family Fun Night planned for Tuesday, April 7.  Please join us at Barnes & Noble Book Store located in The Shoppes for a fun evening of crafts, stories and songs.  CCNS staff will be there from 5:30 – 7:30 pm.  
A special thank you is in order for Jean Mix, (Spencer’s mom from our four year old class).  Jean helped us wrap up our Dinosaurs unit by giving us a mini music lesson, teaching us some new dino songs, all while strumming on her guitar.  It was certainly a welcome treat enjoyed by all.

CCNS will be closed April 20 – 24 for April vacation.  We hope you all find the opportunity to spend some time together enjoying your families, and some beautiful spring weather!

3’s Dates to Remember:
· Tuesday, April 7  - Family Fun Night @ Barnes & Noble

· Thursday, April 16 Picture Day!

· April 20 – 24 Spring Break
Four’s –Nancy Iskra, Debbie Lane,   and Michele Kucia 

March always seems like such a long month, but aside from the many forms of sickness, it went by at breakneck speed.  Of course, for those of us who have been bleary eyed from March Madness basketball, perhaps that was part of it!!  We had fun counting the lion and lamb days of March.  It has been delightful to see the number of lamb days on the increase.  Check with your child for the final tally.

We celebrated the first day of spring with Sandi Urban.  She is the grandmother extraordinaire of one of our alumna.  As an artist, she helped the children understand impressionism.  She gave them the opportunity to create a "still-life" watercolor.  It was neat to see the different perspectives of the same objects. We are fortunate in having her donate her time and talents to us.

We will continue to be on the look-out for signs of spring. The children helped erect the little fenced in area for our daffodils. We monitor how much they have grown each time outside.  Hopefully they will bloom before - not during - our April Break.  The bright yellow blooms are such a visual reminder of warmer temperatures.


Our dinosaurs are now extinct in the classroom. The children had so much fun with those impossibly lengthy dinosaur names! The songs and poems were lots of fun - we stomped and chomped and romped!!  Our new theme is that of transportation.  We will begin by talking about our community and what forms of transportation we see in our area on a regular basis.  Our changeable area will have different vehicles and will actually change during the month as well.  We will go from roads to rails to air and then water in May.  We have lots of neat puzzles, magnetic trains will appear - even an airport will reside in the dollhouse area later this month.  There are so many songs - "I've Been Working on the Railroad", "The Wheels on the Bus", "My Favorite Machine", and "Driving in My Car" are just a few.

Our Hat Day was so much fun.  Thank you for the great hats!! There have been many leprechaun sightings in and around the school of late!  Don't you just love the children's sense of wonder and delight?!  We are really looking forward to our field trip to The Children's Museum in West Hartford. The Planetarium and some dino related items should be really interesting.  Thank you to those of you that help us by driving.  Our field trips would not be possible without you. And for those of you that went to The Bagel Chalet - there are often tasty treats as a bonus!!

Please send your child to school in their pajamas on Monday, April 6th. It is our jammy day and is always fun - that includes the teachers and the parent helper!! Oh the fun of being in our four year old program!! The following day is our family night at Barnes and Noble Bookstore. Your child may choose to dress in pajamas for this event. WE will be reading stories for whoever happens to be there and there will be a craft as well. It should be lots of fun.

Mark your calendars - Friday, April 17th Paul Cryan will be at school to take the children's photographs. For those of you who do not know him, he is a local photographer who manages to get the most adorable expressions out of children. His work is in black and white. There will be a choice of 2 poses and a class photo that will be available for you to purchase. You can order various sizes and they make neat gifts. He will also take individual shots of siblings at the end of class. So, pick out the outfits with awesome photos in mind!

There will be No School on Friday, April 10.  Our April break is the week of the 20th.  If you would like to take home a vacation pet, please see one of us.  Our classes resume on Monday, April 27. Something to think about - we will have a very special field trip to Wadworth Atheneum in Hartford on May 20th.  This will be similar to our theatre excursion in that we will travel by bus (school bus that is!!).  There is a $5.00 charge for your child and for yourself.  We will have a sign-up sheet very soon, so we can determine the total number that will be attending for the docents.  This is a great experience - the artwork is amazing and there is a steel dino sculpture outside. It is the best looking castle building around - so it ties together so many of the themes we have had this year. We hope that you will be able to share this with your child.

So, mark your calendars for all our fun-filled events!  Spring is in the air - what a great time of year. As always, if you have any suggestions or concerns, please let us know. Thank you for all that you do - we really appreciate your time and input. We are having such fun with your children - thank you. Happy Spring!

4’s Dates to Remember:
· Wednesday, April 1 - Children's Museum, West Hartford
· Monday, April 6 - Pajama Day
· Tuesday, April 7 Barnes & Noble Family Night (5:30- 7:30)
· April 10 - No School - Good Friday
· April 17 - Paul Cryan Photo Day
· April 20 – 24 – April Vacation
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